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Please do not copy and paste any materials in this guide into other documents or emails without permission. 

Use articles and essays as written in their entirety. 
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About This Publication 

In 2013, the board of Unitarian Universalists for Justice in the Middle East (UUJME) launched a proposal for a 

Congressional Study Action Issue on Israel-Palestine, with endorsements from several congregations and 

leading UU figures (see page 3). Our proposal did not make the list for a final vote at General Assembly. Other 

faith-based groups have developed curricula to help their adherents study the Palestine-Israel conflict, which is 

now in its seventh decade following the creation of the state of Israel. Consequently, in 2014, the UUJME board 

established the Reflection and Learning Project to encourage congregational study of the issue using guides 

from the Presbyterians, Steadfast Hope and Zionism Unsettled. Grants from Community Church of New York 

City UU greatly enhanced financial support for our Reflection and Learning Project. UUJME also decided to 

embark upon a UU curriculum to provide guidance and healing for many in our faith tradition and 

encouragement to engage in difficult conversations on the matter. We found an opportunity to elaborate on a 

study guide based on the principles that had been produced by Elissa Goss and piloted in Olympia, Washington, 

in 2014, to develop this guide. Readings within this guide were compiled from articles and essays written by 

UUs, correspondence with UUs around the country, including ministers and UUs of Jewish and Palestinian 

origin, and resources from allied U.S., Israeli, and Palestinian groups. We begin with the third principle to call 

attention to the spiritual growth inherent in tackling a difficult issue and engaging in respectful dialogue.  

The curriculum consists of three components: this study guide available in sections on our website and two 

accompanying video presentations available online via UUJME’s Vimeo site.  One video honors those who have 

suffered mass displacement and discrimination in human history. The other video lifts up a theme of solidarity, 

honoring the many who work for a just peace and inspire us to have hope and move into action. Each session 

in the guide begins with a set of pre-readings and/or videos to pre-view. It then focuses on a UU principle and 

an elaboration as found on the UUA website, with grounding questions for discussion and activities that include 

viewing videos and discussing articles. 

UUJME supports ending the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories taken in 1967 and stopping the 

settlements, and seeks to change U.S. foreign policy to support these goals. This curriculum reflects these 

opinions, and the opinion that the sides in this conflict are not equal; there is a much stronger oppressing 

power and a much weaker occupied population. UUJME supporters hold differing opinions on political tactics 

and solutions, but share UU values, which inform our mission: to educate ourselves and our fellow UUs and 

citizens about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and its legal, moral and ethical issues in an effort to bring about 

peace and justice in Israel-Palestine, including a settlement of the conflict affirming the equality, dignity, freedom 

and security of all peoples involved.  

By engaging in study you are already taking a kind of action, and in this curriculum you will see other kinds of 

action highlighted. The last session provides an explanation of many forms of action including the boycott, 

divestment and sanctions (BDS) movement called for by Palestinian society, and concludes with a list of ideas 

for planning actions as an individual, a group, or a congregation, to support the process of achieving peace with 

justice for Israelis and Palestinians. 

Our hope is that this guide will provide a platform for respectful dialogue, and that engaging in difficult 

conversations from the heart in covenant together will be an act of spiritual growth in accordance with our 

third principle. We request that readers send feedback and endorsements to curriculum@uujme.org.  

 

mailto:curriculum@uujme.org
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UU Leaders Who Endorsed a Call to Study Israel-Palestine in 2013 

Leading UU figures endorsed a call in Fall 2013 to study the Israel-Palestine issue via a proposed Congregational Study 

Action Issue (CSAI) that UUJME submitted for national consideration. Here are some of their reasons why. 

 

 

I support the CSAI on UU  

Values and the Pursuit of a Just Peace for 

Israelis and Palestinians. Peace in the 

Middle East is crucial to peace for the 

whole world, and we should be 

addressing the issues, including the 

systematic oppression and  

discrimination suffered by the Palestinians. Realizing that 

this issue is complex and  

controversial, I nevertheless believe that Unitarian 

Universalists should not shrink from taking it on, as we 

have done in other tough justice issues grounded in 

racial or ethnic difference. 

—Rev. Dr. Marilyn Sewell 

Minister Emeritus of First Unitarian Church of  

Portland, Oregon, Subject of 2010 documentary Raw Faith 

 

 

I support Israel. I long to 

see Israel be a healthy 

stable state, not 

threatened from within or 

without. However, Israel’s 

occupation of Palestinian 

lands threatens the very 

soul of Israel. Israel’s existence in the present and its long-

term health is at risk. Now is a good time for Middle East 

peace. Now is a good time for Unitarian Universalists to 

become more familiar with the complex set of issues 

involved in reaching a peaceful future for Israel. I support 

the proposal for a Congregational Study/Action issue on 

UU values and the pursuit of a just peace for all people of 

Israel and Palestine. 

—Rev. Jim Eller 

Vice-President of Unitarian Universalist Retired Ministers and 

Partners Association; Minister Emeritus of All Souls Unitarian 

Church of Kansas City, Missouri 

 

My support for the CSAI, UU 

Values and the Pursuit of a Just 

Peace for Israelis and 

Palestinians, is grounded in our 

experience at First Unitarian, 

Portland. The congregation has 

taken this question seriously, but it required all the 

strength of our covenant to do it well. The depth of 

feeling on all sides of this issue makes thoughtful 

reflection and even respectful discussion difficult, even in 

our communities. That reality is a sign of the importance 

of this issue and the need for a process that is both open 

enough and grounded enough to hold the important 

emotional and spiritual issues that are involved. That 

space is what the CSAI can provide. 

—Rev. Dr. William G. Sinkford 

Senior Minister at First Unitarian Church of Portland, Oregon; 

former President of the Unitarian Universalist Association  

 

The proposed CSAI on UU 

Values and the Pursuit of a Just 

Peace for Israelis & Palestinians 

is long overdue. There is no 

more important issue to 

peace in the Middle East than 

resolving this nagging conundrum of American foreign 

policy. Its complexity requires careful analysis and it needs 

informed UU voices who are willing to weigh in. 

—Charlie Clements, M.D. 

Executive Director, Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, 

Harvard Kennedy School, Cambridge, Massachusetts;  

Former President/CEO of UUSC 

The above statements do not constitute endorsement of the study guide.  
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Preparation for Study Group Facilitators 

Thank you for volunteering to be a facilitator. In this book, we hope to help guide the facilitation process to 

make it as seamless as possible. You can reach us at curriculum@uujme.org for help regarding resources, hard 

questions, or logistics, and we can through this email connect you with one of the UUs who have led various 

Israel-Palestine study groups in the past two years for further discussion. 

We encourage you to remember these three points: 

1) You do not need to be an expert or have extensive background on Israel and/or Palestine. 

We hope to provide enough information that the curriculum is a co-learning space for everyone involved, including you as 

the facilitator. It is likely that someone in your group will be knowledgeable about aspects of the issue and can help, 

although no one individual has all the knowledge on this issue. 

2) Consider yourself a guide rather than a teacher. 

Ensure the space is set up ahead of time, hand out any extra information, be or oversee a time keeper, facilitate 

discussion and help move the group along to the next activity or question. 

3) This is a learning experience for all of us! 

This is the first attempt at a national curriculum on this topic for our UU congregations. Any feedback and suggestions 

will help each subsequent group to have an even better experience. 

How to Organize the Study Group at Your Congregation 

Meet with Minister or Social Justice Coordinator to find out when there is space and time to host a 4- to 8-

session curriculum at the church. Find out what steps to follow. Register the class as an “Adult RE” (high 

schoolers are welcome) and make sure a description (sample below) is posted on the website and/or Adult RE 

calendar. Consider inviting members and friends of other UU congregations in the area, as well as members of 

other faith or secular groups in the community. Consider asking the group to read The Lemon Tree, by Sandy 

Tolan, as a good background. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

A local study group of the national curriculum from UUs for Justice in the Middle East, “The Seven UU Principles and 

Palestine-Israel,” will be offered at our congregation. This curriculum seeks to help UUs build awareness around human 

rights issues for Palestinians and Israelis in a peace-with-justice framework and present ideas for planning and taking 

action. It will be conducted based on a covenant that creates a safe space for sharing opinions, seeking truth and 

deepening community. Sessions will include readings, videos, activities and discussion. The curriculum is designed for 

adults, and is also appropriate for high school youth. The dates for the study group are 

_________________________. It is recommended to pre-read The Lemon Tree, by Sandy Tolan. The book is available 

from Amazon and the author’s website. [Or see ___ to prepay for a copy of the book.] 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Once you have completed the sign-ups, email each person a copy of the guide so they can do the prereading. 

Alternatively, order enough printed copies for each group member from the UUJME website; we have a grant 

to cover the cost of printing and mailing for part of 2015. If you would like to donate $5 per guide to cover the 

cost of printing and mailing, please send a check to our PO Box listed on the back cover with “UU Curriculum” 

in the memo line. Check with staff to make sure that you will have access to the equipment below. We suggest 

doing a trial run with any videos, slide presentations, or Internet streaming. 

  

mailto:curriculum@uujme.org
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Equipment to Obtain: 

-Laptop with internet, power cable 

-Ethernet cable if no wireless connection is available 

-Projector or Internet-compatible TV to stream videos and PPT  

-Mac “pigtail” cable for projector (if using Apple computer) 

-Chairs and tables  

-Note cards, printed material if desired such as pre-readings for the next session if not emailing the separately 

available pre-reading files to the group 

-Visit the website for a movie suggested for Session Four pre-reading/viewing, Peace, Propaganda and the 

Promised Land, and decide if you wish to rent or purchase the entire movie ahead of time. See 

http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=117. It is $19.95 for a DVD, and $50 for 7-

day online streaming rental rights. The alternative is the 4-minute trailer. 

Facilitator Tasks Before Class Starts: 

-Test the links for videos and download material from Internet 

-Verify wifi connection, obtain any passwords needed 

-Print/copy materials if desired  

-Set up chairs 

-Obtain refreshments, perhaps alternating Israeli and Palestinian foods 

-Email the people who sign up to welcome them and confirm meeting times, and to see if anyone wants to 

order The Lemon Tree through you, if you are offering this convenience. The suggested email template is below; 

copy and paste into the email body. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Dear friend, 

Thanks for signing up for the study group on Israel-Palestine. We will have our first session on ____ at ____ am/pm. For 

background, consider getting the book The Lemon Tree, by Sandy Tolan, from me, a library, or Amazon or the author’s 

website. The book is based on a documentary aired on PBS interviewing a Palestinian man and a Jewish Israeli woman 

whose families claim the same home, showing the history and impact of the first major displacement of Palestinians in the 

late 1940s, the root of much of the conflict today. If you have obtained a copy of the study guide, please do the pre-

reading for each session ahead of our gathering. If desired, I can provide the pre-reading files ahead of the session or 

point you to http://www.uujme.org/home/TakeAction/LearnandReflect.aspx. Please let me know of any questions or 

concerns. I look forward to our studies. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Optimal class size: 4 to 20. If the group is more than seven, use small breakout groups for discussion. 

Optimal length: 1 ½ to 2 hours. We recommend having a 10 minute break about half-way. 

Optimal number of sessions: You can attempt four 3-hour double sessions, or seven 1.5-hour sessions. 

Learning Styles: This curriculum aims to frame study of the topics from a UU perspective; hence, the 

organization around the seven UU principles. Some people will not relate easily to this organization of ideas. 

Encourage these participants to try to work with the curriculum as best they can. Some people prefer a more 

linear historical format and could consider a separate study group using Phyllis Bennis’s Understanding the 

Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: A Primer. See the Resources pages at the end of this guide for where to find this and 

http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=117
http://www.uujme.org/home/TakeAction/LearnandReflect.aspx
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other materials listed. Other people may prefer to start a study group with a faith-based study guide from the 

Presbyterians and Episcopalians such as Steadfast Hope or Zionism Unsettled. 

Healthy Group Process: The study group must begin and continue as a safe space for expressing ideas. Many 

UUs are grieving over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The way to establish this tone is based on using a guideline 

for dialogue, to follow a deep listening rather than debate format, and to assign two people at each session to 

the roles of timekeeper and process observer, leaving time at the end of each session to evaluate. The Process 

Observer keeps the discussion within respectful bounds. Print the Guidelines for Dialogue piece for each 

participant and read at the beginning of each session (see page 8). Consider leaving a few minutes at the 

beginning and end for people to check in and check out. If you or the congregational leadership anticipate the 

need, consider securing the services of a lay chaplain to assist with respectful communication. 

Spiritual Rituals: Begin each session by lighting a chalice and reading a UU principle. End each session with a 

reading and extinguishing of the chalice. 

Resources: Several options for background learning are listed with each lesson, which the facilitator might 

need to email to the participants a week ahead of time. Preparing for the session increases understanding of the 

issues.   

Three Major Issues 

Three major issues are often discussed with regard to Israel-Palestine. They will be covered in varying depth 

during this study: One State/Two State, the Right of Return, and the Status of Jerusalem. Many people, 

especially in the United States, wish and look for the best answer to the question of whether to support a 

"one-state or two-state solution" as an answer to the suffering. We encourage and ask participants to not 

weigh the information against this binary approach. We feel that the information and experiences contained in 

the curriculum can help expand understanding of the many facets of the conflict, and lead to a more developed 

approach to action and partnerships. There will be time to explore the question of "one-state or two-state," 

but that is not the foundation of this curriculum. 

Inspirations 

This curriculum is informed and inspired by many sources, including the Unitarian Universalist Association’s 

Standing on the Side of Love campaigns, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, Churches for Middle 

East Peace, World Council of Churches, the American Friends Service Committee, the Israel-Palestine Mission 

Network of the Presbyterian Church (USA), Just Vision, Jewish Voice for Peace, Open Hillel, Nakba Education 

Project, Zochrot, many Palestinian organizations working for peace with justice, the UUJME Newsletter, Kairos 

Palestine, Steadfast Hope, Zionism Unsettled, Middle East Research and Information Project Primer, and Phyllis 

Bennis’s Understanding the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: A Primer. Links to information about these and other 

resources are in the lessons and/or the Resource page at the end of the guide and the UUJME website. 

We are inspired also by those who choose to implement this part of the UUJME Reflection & Learning Project, 

and wish you the best in this endeavor to stand on the side of love with the people of Israel-Palestine. 

Questions 

There are more than 12 study groups that have been conducted across the United States in the past two years 

with materials recommended by UUJME. This curriculum has been previewed partially by one group of UUs. 

All the study group leaders and the curriculum writers are willing to share their advice and experiences; we can 

connect you if you send an email to curriculum@uujme.org.  

http://www.merip.org/sites/default/files/Primer_on_Palestine-Israel%28MERIP_February2014%29final.pdf
http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=52
mailto:curriculum@uujme.org
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7 UU Principles and Palestine-Israel Study Guide Outline 

Sessions are designed for 90 to 120 minutes. Each is supplied with a list of materials and online resources. Each has an 

opening and closing reading related to the topics and principles. Discussion questions are included for each session. 

Principles Topics Overview 

Session One 

3rd Principle 

Acceptance of One Another & 

Encouragement to Spiritual Growth 

in Our Congregations 

Background and Covenant 

Background of conflict 

Covenant and community 

Embracing Differences 

Tension Between Accepting and Growing 

Spirituality Beyond Fight or Flight 

Sessions One, Two and Three 

present readings and activities that 

emphasize subjective experience 

of this conflict, in line with 

principles 3, 1, and 2.  

 

If you prefer a linear, historical 

approach, consider starting your 

study group with Phyllis Bennis’s 

Primer, then returning to the 

Principles outline as appropriate. 

Session Two 

1st Principle: 

The Inherent Worth & Dignity of 

Every Person 

Honoring Historical and Current Pain  

Diasporas and Displacements in Human 

History: Slave Trade, Native Americans, 

Anti-Semitism, Pogroms against Jews, 

Holocaust, Japanese Internment, Nakba and 

Diaspora, Occupation, Settlements, 

Movement Restriction, Gaza 

Session Three 

2nd Principle: 

Justice, Equity and Compassion in All 

Human Relations 

Injustice 

Stories of Symbolic Israelis and Palestinians 

Hebron as a Case Study of Occupation 

Sesson Four 

4th Principle: 

A Free and Responsible Search for 
Truth and Meaning 

Finding the Real Stories 

Myths and Facts 

Water Disparities as a Case Study in Facts 

Session Four looks at obstacles 

that obstruct a “free and 

responsible search for truth and 

meaning.” 

Session Five 

5th Principle: 

The Right of Conscience & the Use 

of the Democratic Process within 

Our Congregations & in Society at 
Large 

Honoring the Courage in Prophetic 

Witnessing 

Israelis and Palestinians speaking out  

UUs bearing prophetic witness 

Session Five lifts up voices of 

those searching their consciences. 

Session Six 

6th Principle: 

The Goal of World Community with 
Peace, Liberty and Justice for All 

Building World Community 

Reconciliation 

Strategies for solidarity with justice-seeking 

Israelis and Palestinians  

Session Six features peace-with-

justice activists who are leading 

the way in the search for “peace, 

liberty and justice for all.” 

Session Seven 

7th Principle: 

Respect for the Interdependent Web 

of Existence, of Which We Are All a 

Part 

Intersections: Solidarity and Hope 

Connecting the dots and ourselves to reach 

beyond and have an impact 

What we pay for the occupation 

Solidarity efforts  

Boycott-Divestment-Sanctions movement 

Session Seven explores our direct 

connections to events in Palestine-

Israel, and the many possibilities 

for being in solidarity with those 

seeking peace with justice there 

that can give us hope and a sense 

of empowerment to help, calling 

UUs into further action. 
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The Israel-Palestine conflict is often an “elephant in the room,” a difficult topic that is avoided  

due to concerns about offending others. Here are guidelines to support safe dialogue. 
 

 

 

 

 

Guidelines for Open and Loving Congregational Dialogue on Israel-Palestine 
 

We expect reflection and learning groups to be conducted in an open and welcoming manner in which all views may be expressed 

and listened to without fear of disrespect or hostile responses. Controversial topics often stir strong passions among UUs in their 

“search for truth and meaning.” Effort should be made to minimize objections or conflict regarding a study program on Israel-

Palestine. It will be worthwhile to inform the minister and indeed all interested persons of an intent to conduct a study program. All 

must be assured of the welcoming and respectful nature of the intended program. Some UUJME chapters have found it useful to write 

a “pledge” to guide their discussions. Here is such a pledge from Joel Neiditz, of Theodore Parker Church in Boston. Feel free to use 

or adapt this pledge as you see fit. Have the group read the guidelines aloud at the start of each session to assist with remaining in 

covenant. 

  

Guidelines for Dialoguing in the Beloved Community 

 

Because we aspire to create an inclusive community  

where love and mutual respect are  

continuously nurtured and supported, even as we discuss complex and challenging issues  

about which we may strongly disagree,  

we pledge: 

To fully own what we think and feel by using “I messages” when speaking. 

To embody genuine curiosity through listening deeply and actively  

with eyes, ears, body, heart and mind  

to the thoughts and feelings of others. 

To respond to each other gently and without criticism or argument,  

recognizing that we are each expressing our own personally valid truths  

and that those truths may be radically different from each other. 

To be mindful of sharing the air time with all discussants. 

While developing consensus through this process is not our goal,  

we hope to inspire participants, either individually or collectively,  

to take right action in the world. 

—Joel Neiditz 

Theodore Parker UU Church, Boston, MA 

May 2013 
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Session One 

3rd Principle 

Acceptance of One 

Another & 

Encouragement to 

Spiritual Growth in 

Our Congregations 

Background and 

Covenant 

 Background of 

conflict 

 

 Covenant and 

community 

Embracing 

Differences 

 Tension Between 

Accepting and 

Growing 

 Spirituality Beyond 

Fight or Flight 

Prereading and previewing:  

 Israel/Palestine 101, 6:28 minutes, http://www.israelpalestine101.org/  

 “The Incredible Shrinking Palestine,” 
http://jvpchicago.org/resources/brief-history  

 PBS Timeline, http://pov-tc.pbs.org/pov/pdf/promiese/promises-

timeline.pdf  

 FAQ on the Nakba, http://imeu.org/article/faq-on-the-nakba-the-nakba-

and-palestinian-refugees-today  

 Israel-Palestine in Context 

 Essays by Unitarian Universalists of Jewish and Palestinian heritage 

- Essay by Steven Bell, Psychologist and UU of Jewish heritage 

- Sermon by Hanan Watson, UU of Palestinian heritage, 

http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/hanan_sermon.pdf  

- Essay by Susan Lawrence, UU of Jewish heritage, in response to 

Hanan Watson’s sermon  

Activities: 

 Opening Reading and Grounding Questions 

 Reading of “Guidelines for Dialogue” 

 Power Shuffle activity 

 Sharing stories of awareness of Israel/Palestine 

 Video, Conflict in Israel and Palestine: Crash Course, 

http://youtu.be/1wo2TLlMhiw, 10 minutes 

 Discussion 

 Article, Loving the Contradictions from UU World/The Seven Principles in 

Word and Worship, http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/articles/23672.shtml  

 Discuss embracing differences 

Principle 3: Acceptance of One Another & Encouragement to Spiritual 

Growth in Our Congregations 

Sessions One, Two and Three present readings and activities that emphasize subjective experience of this conflict, in line 

with principles 3, 1, and 2.  

Pre-reading 

Israel-Palestine in Context 

By Dana Ashrawi 

It is very important to recognize and honor the people 

who feel the historic and current pain that Jews, 

Palestinians, and other groups have experienced, and the 

current pain caused by oppression and racism. Racism 

continues to be an issue in many parts of the world. In the 

United States, the #Black Lives Matter movement has 

sprung up to say “Enough” to police brutality and 

unjustified use of lethal force. The Palestinian people are 

very familiar with brutality and unjustified use of lethal 

force. The increased spotlight on violence against black 

people in the U.S. comes as we mark decades being at 
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http://www.israelpalestine101.org/
http://www.israelpalestine101.org/
http://jvpchicago.org/resources/brief-history
http://jvpchicago.org/resources/brief-history
http://pov-tc.pbs.org/pov/pdf/promiese/promises-timeline.pdf
http://pov-tc.pbs.org/pov/pdf/promiese/promises-timeline.pdf
http://pov-tc.pbs.org/pov/pdf/promiese/promises-timeline.pdf
http://imeu.org/article/faq-on-the-nakba-the-nakba-and-palestinian-refugees-today
http://imeu.org/article/faq-on-the-nakba-the-nakba-and-palestinian-refugees-today
http://imeu.org/article/faq-on-the-nakba-the-nakba-and-palestinian-refugees-today
http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/hanan_sermon.pdf
http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/hanan_sermon.pdf
http://youtu.be/1wo2TLlMhiw
http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/articles/23672.shtml
http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/articles/23672.shtml
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some kind of war, news of militarization of police forces with surplus weaponized vehicles, and news reports of U.S. 

police leaders being flown to Israel for counter terrorism training. 

The larger context of the Israel-Palestine conflict cannot be seen separately from the military 

campaigns that have been occurring throughout the Middle East for more than 100 years. 

The Arabs were the first population bombarded by air. Their despotic leaders hold vast oil 

reserves. Our U.S. multinational corporations find it convenient for despotic leaders to 

control populations in these areas. The Arab Spring of a few years ago has not born 

democratic fruit in most cases. From 9/11 to today, Islamophobia has been whipped up, 

threatening to disunite and confuse well-meaning people. Anti-Arab, anti-Middle Eastern 

racism and prejudice have been well-documented in news media, entertainment media, and 

in the general culture, just as anti-Semitism is a well-documented phenomenon from at least 

the 1700s here. Even the beloved Unitarian minister and anti-slavery activist, Rev. Theodore 

Parker, had some anti-Semitic writings.  

We are not by any means living in a post-racist, post-anti-Semitic society or world. But the 

hostilities that have caused so much death among native populations in Iraq and Afghanistan 

are not helping to engender a reasoned approach among the American people. One of the 

most popular movies of 2014, American Sniper, is a glorification of killing Muslims. No one 

would tolerate a similar movie about killing Jews, blacks, or Hispanics. External powers 

carved up the Middle East in the past, and are continuing to do so today. This policy has a 

consequence called “blowback” by the former CIA agent Chalmers Johnson. The rise of the 

organization that calls itself the Islamic State has been linked in some press to the dismantling 

of Saddam Hussein’s security forces by the West. 

For the Jewish people, the Holocaust was a major impetus that drove immigration to 

Palestine, although much immigration started early in the 20th century as a result of the 

international Zionist movement growing. The Holocaust, and the pogroms in Europe that led 

up to it, were a source of extreme tragedy for Jews. The scale of death and injury is difficult 

to comprehend. The historical trauma experienced is not to be imagined.  

For the Palestinian people, a different scale of death and injury has been ongoing for more 

than 70 years. Their displacement began in the years leading up to the partition of Palestine 

when it climaxed and 750,000 people fled in fear of violence from Zionist armed groups who 

had carried out atrocities such as massacres in many villages, and in many cases surrounding 

a village on three sides to force the inhabitants to flee from the open side, and shooting at 

those fleeing. People who tried to return were often shot on sight by snipers, and many died 

attempting to return to their homes. This event is referred to as the Nakba, meaning 

“disaster” or “catastrophe.” More than 500 villages were abandoned, never again to be 

entered. This event is often unknown to the average American, and must be grasped to 

understand the conflict. 

Palestinians have resisted the displacements since before 1948, militarily and peacefully. 

Armed groups attacked Jewish areas several times during the waves of Jewish Zionist 

immigration, with many deaths suffered among the Jewish population. Armed Palestinians 

attempted to defend their villages and towns from terrorist attacks by Jewish Zionist military 

groups. A massacre occurred in Deir Yassin at the hands of Zionist groups, resulting in the 

deaths of over 100 Palestinian civilians. Many other villages experienced military attacks by 

Zionist militants in 1948.  

Displacement has been ongoing as Israel invaded the West Bank in 1967 and began a military and 

settler occupation that has continued to this day. Homes and land are continuing to be 

expropriated and people continue to be displaced internally and continue to experience 

In the years-long near 

complete blockade of the 

Gaza Strip, thousands of 

Palestinians have suffered 

permanent disability including 

amputations, blindness and 

deafness, as a result of Israeli 

incursions against Gaza. 

Above: Ziyad is a Palestinian 

who was injured during Israeli 

bombarbdment of his home 
during the January 2009 war 

in the Gaza Strip. He received 

support from the Gaza 

Community Mental Health 

Programme staff. He lost his 

father and two brothers in 

the same attack. Below: Farah 

is a Palestinian girl injured by 

white phosphorous bombs in 

the 2009 Gaza war. 

Photos: Eman Mohammed. 

From Life is Worth Living, Gaza 

Community Mental Health 

Foundation. 
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increasing restrictions on movement. Many people are held without charge for months to years. Up to 700 Palestinian 

children are arrested each year, often for the charge of throwing stones, as young as age 11 or 12. They are often 

transported across the border into Israel to a prison facility, and report experiencing violence.  

Terrorist acts were committed by Palestinian militants in the 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, and in 

the current century. Hundreds of Israeli civilians have been killed and injured in such 

attacks. A giant concrete wall of separation is being constructed, allegedly to deter 

terrorist attacks. Much of the wall has been built on expropriated Palestinian land. The 

town of Bethlehem, famous for the Christmas birth story, is mostly surrounded by this 

wall, and the lives of its Palestinian Christian and Muslim families are made exceedingly 

difficult by the wall and the accompanying security checkpoints.  

Before the wall was started, two Palestinian organized uprisings occurred, called 

“intifadas.” These were organized pockets of resistance that involved slingshots, tire 

burning and other non-peaceful methods, but they also involved general work strikes and 

the organization of nonviolent resistance activities such as neighborhood education 

committees to carry on the elementary through university curriculum programs due to 

frequent school closings. Israeli response was swift and brutal. Israeli military assaults on 

the Gaza Strip several times in the past decade have resulted in repeated displacements 

of hundreds of thousands of people, and many deaths. Some compare Gaza to a giant 

prison, the American Japanese internment camps of World War II and even 

concentration camps. The actions by Israel highlighted in this paragraph have all been deemed illegal under international 

law—continuing an occupation, restricting freedom of movement, expropriating land, demolishing homes and orchards, 

and bombarding civilian areas. Many Palestinians have died as a result of Israeli military and settler violence. A 

documented rightward trend with racist and anti-peace movement expressions in Israeli politics and the Israeli public has 

caused alarm. Israelis protesting military assaults on Gaza in the summer of 2014 were beaten by other Israelis. A former 

Israeli foreign minister called for the “beheading” of disloyal Arabs, and current Prime Minister Netanyahu invoked and 

incited racist sentiment in his warning during the spring 2015 Israeli elections that there were “Arabs voting in droves.”  

The peace with justice movement in Israel and in Palestine struggles to make progress. More and more organizations 

have been created to support their efforts. The response from Israel continues to escalate – changes to the constitution, 

implementing more laws to be a Jewish state, attacks on Gaza, escalation of settlement construction, calling the entire 

Palestinian people the enemy and saying “This is war”. . . Will the hawkish trend predominate in the coming years? Or is 

the escalating isolation of Israel for its actions on the brink of delivering peace with justice?  

 

Essay on Palestine and Israel 

By Steve Bell, a UU of Jewish heritage and co-founder of the UUJME chapter in Atlanta 

These are my experiences and beliefs on Palestine/Israel as they relate to three UU principles. The 

inherent worth and dignity of every person. Justice, equity and compassion in human relations. The 

goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all. 

I was born and raised Jewish. I married Linda, a non-Jew; began a nearly 40 years teaching career at 

Berry College; had four children, and was two term President of Rome’s Rodeph Shalom synagogue. 

It bothered Linda that I was a liberal on every issue but spread hawk wings regarding Israel and her 

relationship to Palestine. We read Sandy Tolan’s Lemon Tree, I was shocked to disbelief. Could my lifelong premise be 

wrong? I grew up with “The Promised Land narrative” (“This Land is Mine, God Gave This Land to Me” by singer Andy 

Williams in the Exodus theme song). Could it be false? The promised land was actually stolen from the Palestinian Arabs as 

they were driven from their homes.  

Aftermath of suicide bombing in 

Jerusalem, 1996.  Dept. of State 



The 7 UU Principles and Palestine-Israel: Adult RE Study Guide 

September 2015     First Edition, Revised with URLs             13 

So, in 2007 we pursued this new Truth taking an Interfaith Peacebuilders (IFPB) fact-finding trip to Israel and the West 

Bank. Walking under the cyclone fencing used to keep the settlers garbage from blocking the streets (I was buying a 

Chupah for my daughter’s wedding) I saw the strangulation of Hebron by the Israeli military and Jewish fundamentalist 

settlers (thieves). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We stayed in Bil’in, a community whose orchards and pastures were cut off by the illegal snake-like Wall.  We saw 

farmers unable to get to their lands due to the multilane highway separating them from their olive groves. I came back full 

of guilt, anger and humiliation that “my people” could be so cruel and resolved to do “something” about it (that chance 

was soon to come my way). 

 

In 2010 I went back on a six month Sabbatical 

sponsored by Berry and Rotary International to work 

as a psychologist while living and working in Beit 

Sahour,  a suburb of Bethlehem, West Bank. During 

my time in Beit Sahour I often traveled to West 

Jerusalem through the “cattle 

pen”/machsom/barrier/checkpoint. In 2012, I returned 

to Israel-Palestine on another IFPB fact-finding trip 

with my youngest son. 

Currently, we are members of the Unitarian 

Universalist Congregation of Atlanta (UUCA); I taught 

a class on Israel and Palestine using the a study guide 

provided through the Unitarian Universalist’s for 

Justice in the Middle East (UUJME); joined Jewish 

Voice for Peace and with my wife, and cofounded a UUJME here at UUCA. 

As a child, the truth I grew up with was that Israel was “a land without people for a people without a land,” a phrase 

coined by a Christian clergyman, in 1843. My truth changed after five weeks in the West Bank and Israel in the summer of 

2007. My new truth was” Israel was a thief—stealing land while systematically boxing in an indigenous people. My truth 

morphed again, becoming more balanced after four months in the West Bank as I learned new information, e.g., Jordan 

allowed no universities [when the West Bank was under Jordanian occupation] whereas Israel allowed seven. I saw a 

collection of 4,000 fired rockets and I stood in the bomb shelters in the Israeli city of Siderot.  

Above: cyclone fencing in Hebron used as a net to catch 

garbage tossed out of Jewish settlers’ homes. Left, Palestinian 

woman walking near the garbage net. Photos: Steve Bell 

Fence and highway separating Palestinian farmers from their olive groves. 

Photo: Steve Bell 
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The West Bank meets the “low-income” criteria according to the World Bank 

(2006). The Gross National Income (GNI) of the United States was $44,710, 

compared to the World GNI of $7,448, with the West Bank (and Gaza) having a 

GNI of $1,230. Complicating existing poverty was a lack of resources taken for 

granted in the USA. Infuriatingly, in the West Bank, there are many egregious, 

de-developing forces insidiously and systematically at work: a 60+ year military 

occupation blocking free movement in a multitude of ways within the country 

(three military road blocks between Bethlehem and Jericho), interfaith religious 

tension, and a government based on tribal rather than democratic principles and, 

of course, piled on−a drought for the cistern dependent Palestinians.  

While in the Occupied Territories, I helped create life skills center for 

Moderately Intellectually Disabled (MOID) adults (Al Malatha). On the weekends, 

I consulted at an East Arab Jerusalem pediatric clinic with autistic children with language delays. I helped write the 

curriculum, lectured and created an internship program for the first Master’s Degree in Special Education at Hebron and 

Ber Zeit Universities. 

It is true from a Western perspective that the land was unoccupied and undeveloped prior to the current construction; it 

is also true that both Jewish and Arab landholders (80%) were compensated for the land. The Jewish settlement of Har 

Homa with a population of over 25,000 was carved out of one of the last forested hilltops in the West Bank. It is a 

microcosm of a large part of the Palestinian anger with Israel. During my six months living Beit Sahour, while listening to 

the incessant hammering and drilling from the settlement construction, my Christian host, Farah, would tell of his 

childhood, spending afternoons playing and hunting in the heavily forested hillside. His concept of common ownership 

conflicts with the legal Western concept of specific owners. In the photo at left below is Har Homa today, and in the 

photo at right below is the view and the memory of Farah. Palestinians are barred from entering this illegal settlement as 

Israelis are barred from entering the Palestinian West Bank. 

In many ways 

Israel has been a 

good neighbor: 

opening medical 

centers and 

allowing the 

development of universities, to 

name a few. I believe Israel has 

some reasons to be wary. Quoting Rabbi Alan Lew (2003, p. 49), “Israel was attacked first, in 1948, 1967, 1973 and in 

each of the recent Intifadas. They want acknowledgement that they only took the lands from which they were attacked 

during these conflicts, and offered to return them on one and only one condition—the acknowledgement of their right to 

exist. And they want acknowledgement that there are many in the Palestinian camp who truly wish to destroy them, who 

have used the language of peace as a ploy to buy time until they have the capacity to liquidate Israel . . . once and for all. 

They want acknowledgement that they have suffered immensely from terrorism, that a people who lost six million 

innocents scarcely 70 years ago should not have had to endure the murder of its innocent men, women and children so 

soon again. And they want acknowledgement that in spite of all this, they stood at Camp David prepared to offer the 

Palestinians everything they claimed to have wanted—full statehood, a capital in East Jerusalem−and the response of the 

Palestinians was the second Intifada, a murderous campaign of terror and suicide bombings.”  

Neither Fatah nor Hamas always have the People’s best interests at heart. The Palestinians would like the world to 

acknowledge that they lived in the land now called Israel for centuries that they planted olive trees, shepherded flocks, 

and raised families there for hundreds of years. They would like the world to acknowledge that when they look up from 

Spent rockets in Israel. 

Left: Israeli settlement of Har Homa today. Right: Palestinian land on which Har Homa was built. 

http://steveinthemiddleeast.wordpress.com/?attachment_id=117
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their villages, their trees and their flowers, their fields and their flocks, they see the horrific, uninvited monolith of 

western culture—immense apartment complexes, shopping centers and industrial plants on the once-bare and rocky hills 

where the voice of God could be heard and where Muhammad ascended to heaven. And they would like the world to 

acknowledge that it was essentially a European problem that was plopped into their laps at the end of the last Great War, 

not of their own making. And they would like the world to acknowledge that there has always been a kind of arrogance 

attached to this problem, that it was as if the United States and England told them: Here are the Jews, get used to them. 

And they would like the world to acknowledge that it has been a great indignity, not to mention a significant hardship, to 

have been an occupied people for so long, to have to submit to strip searches on the way to work, and intimidation on 

the way to the grocery store, and the constant humiliation of being subject—a humiliation rendered nearly bottomless 

when Israel, with the benefit of the considerable intellectual and economic resources of world Jewry, made the desert 

bloom, in a way that had never been able to do. And they would like the world to acknowledge that there are those in 

Israel who are determined never to grant them independence, who have used language of peace as a ploy to fill the West 

Bank with settlement after settlement until the facts on the ground are such that an independent Palestinian state on the 

West Bank is an impossibility. They would like the world to acknowledge that there is no such thing as a gentle 

occupation—that occupation corrodes the humanity of the occupier and makes the occupied vulnerable to brutality. An 

occupation in violation of international law. 

Waking up to Shatter the Silence 

By Hanan Watson, UU of Palestinian Heritage, All Souls UU, NYC; written in 2011 

Winner of UUJME’s 2011 Sermon Contest 

We all know a lot about the Middle East. Right? Particularly about Palestine and Israel, 

which are so often in the news. But do we? We get our news through newspapers, 

radio and television and we UUs are likely to pride ourselves on getting more of our 

news from the New York Times rather than the New York Post. We watch CNN 

rather than Fox News, and we most certainly listen to NPR.   

Yet how informed are we really? Of course we get news reports. In fact we may be 

inundated with news by the 24-hour networks. I’m here to add a human face to the 

stories we hear. I will also offer my reflections on why many of us UUs, who are ready 

to speak out and act against so many injustices around the world, have been mostly 

mum on the subject of Palestine and Israel.  I will be prodding you to overcome this reluctance to speak out so that we 

can contribute meaningfully to the cause of peace and justice for Israelis and Palestinians.  

I was raised an Anglican and have been a UU for the last10 years. In retrospect, I know that I have always been a UU, but 

with the wrong label. I greatly value our principles and our action-oriented community.  Unitarians and Universalists have 

been on the forefront of recognizing abuses and working diligently for human rights—from abolition of slavery in the 19th 

century to the civil rights movement of the 1960’s to today’s gay rights. In the 1930’s, we recognized and condemned the 

abuses perpetrated on the Jews in Europe.  

A number of Jews, many of them children, owed their lives to Martha and Waitstill Sharp, two Unitarian activists who 

rescued them from the impending Holocaust. It’s in light of this history that I’m here today to engage you in a discussion 

that may liberate us from the bonds of silence and make it possible for us to help untangle a riddle where seeds of hatred 

have been planted and winds of animosity are gusting on both sides.   

To help you understand where I’m coming from, I’d like to share with you a segment of the imaginative and hopeful poem 

“Jerusalem”, which I closely identify with. Written by the Palestinian-American poet Naomi Shihab Nye, a segment of the 

poem reads:  
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“There’s a place in this brain  

where hate won’t grow.  

I touch its riddle; wind, and seeds.  

Something pokes us as we sleep.  

It’s late but everything comes next.”  

Yes, I think it is late, but everything must come next.   

First, let me tell you my story: I was born in Palestine, in Jerusalem in 1943. My sister and I are the children of Palestinian 

Arab educators. I have some vivid, though disconnected, memories of the first five years of my life in Jerusalem. We lived 

in an apartment in the heart of the city with a balcony where we had a sandbox and a pan of water to rinse off before we 

reentered the bedroom. I remember the sweet smell of my dad’s tobacco as he smoked his pipe, while sitting on his 

special chair. I remember the burn marks that pitted the armrests of the chair.  

Our home was always open. There was an endless stream of people coming and going. Bright, passionate people, both 

Arabs and Jews, would flow through our living room and the talk was always of philosophy, politics, psychology and 

religion—way over my head. 

In 1948, when I was 5, the State of Israel was founded. That’s when the talk in 

my home began to take a very frightening turn. Believing that I was too 

engrossed in my playthings to hear, my parents and their friends would talk of 

horrifying events happening all around us.  

There was the bloody massacre of some 300 Palestinians in the nearby village 

of Deir Yassin, which was used as an example of what would happen to 

Palestinian resisters. Friends in my living room reported events like explosions 

in Jerusalem. They described limbs flying through the air. I knew it was true. I 

heard the booms outside our building. I saw the flyers covering the streets that 

said, “Remember Deir Yassin.”  

Then one day my parents suddenly announced that we had to 

leave−immediately. We had to act fast. I watched as a few possessions were 

hastily rolled into a small rug, and we left as my sister and I sobbed. I can 

remember pleading for a basket, a small wicker basket that we kept in our 

china cabinet. I desperately wanted it for the trip. My mom said we couldn’t 

take it and off we ran. 

We were wrenched away. From the normalcy of life. Possessions. Friends. 

School. Neighborhood walks. A sandbox. Wrenched from all that was precious 

to us. My memory of the days and weeks that followed is a chaotic blur of 

moving around. My family eventually settled in Jordan where my parents found 

teaching positions at a boys’ school. Over the next 3 years, our family of 4 lived at this boys’ school, in one room, with 

curtain dividers and a common bathroom down the hall. My life was defined by deprivation, anxiety and eating disorders.   

Fast forward. As a college student at the American University of Beirut, majoring in history, I learned a lot about nations 

conquering nations, bombings and land invasions, but missing from these stories were the people. Never did we ever 

touch on how people’s lives were destroyed by each war and especially how children were repeatedly yanked away from 

the safety of their loving homes into deprivation, fear, hunger, death or mutilation.  

Glaringly missing from my education was the Holocaust, which I learned about only after I arrived in New York City at 

the age of 22! How quickly I identified, particularly with the children who were uprooted from the safety of their homes 

and dragged to unknown and horrible destinations. As an adult, I couldn’t believe that I was ignorant of such a major 

criminal world event.   

Hanan as a child with her mother and older 

sister, Nawal, on the rooftop of their home 

in Jerusalem, before the Nakba. 
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I had a lot of learning to do. I read a lot, but more importantly, I participated in the Dialogue Project where I openly 

listened to Israelis, American Jews, Christians and Muslims, thus gaining insight into their beliefs, which stemmed from 

their experiences. I have also talked informally with many people who have a different perspective from mine.  

My conversations led me to Jacob—a 73-year-old ardent American Zionist with whom I’ve had many discussions. Jacob, 

not his real name, explained to me how and why he came to his convictions. When he was 5 years old, his family moved 

to a suburb of Chicago, which was heavily Christian. In Kindergarten, the kids figured out that he was Jewish and began to 

taunt him. He remembers being knocked down by a bigger boy, who then rode on his chest and screamed: “You killed 

Jesus! You killed Jesus!” while other children watched.  

Jacob didn’t understand what was happening or who Jesus was. Once he was freed, he ran home and asked his parents 

whether they had killed someone called Jesus. He was bullied regularly for being Jewish until he turned 12.   

Israel was established in 1948 when Jacob was 11. Having been abused for being Jewish, he totally identified with Israel as 

the place of his salvation. Today, a highly accomplished man, liberal in his politics, and critical of many US policies, he is 

unable to be equally critical of Israel. He assesses everything through the lens of a small country surrounded by hordes of 

hostile Arabs. Jacob’s story, like mine, highlights the power of individual experience in shaping one’s emotional response 

to Palestine and Israel. However, mine illustrates the need to shed one’s preconceived notions and open one’s mind to an 

unfamiliar narrative.  

I invite you to free yourselves of any preconceived notions you may have and take this journey with me. What I 

wonder—and ask you to think about, along with me, today—is this: Will our children and grandchildren be proud of our 

positions and actions vis-à-vis Palestine and Israel? When they ask us what we did to protest the occupation, what will we 

say? What will be our legacy regarding the suffering of the children of Palestine and Israel?  Let’s look at the impediments, 

yours and mine, that may be contributing to our silence.  

Stanley Cohen, a Jewish South African criminologist who helped found the first human rights organization in Israel in the 

1980’s, examines in his book States of Denial how people in a community deny, avoid, and reject legitimate information if 

it threatens that community’s sense of comfort and safety. If you deny that a situation exists, you can justify not speaking 

up or acting; you can safely—and complacently—be a bystander.   

Petruska Clarkson, a South African clinical psychologist, in her book The Bystander, outlines the many ways people justify 

their bystanding. Here are a few: It’s none of my business. I don’t want to take sides.  

The truth lies somewhere in the middle. I don’t want to raise a difficult issue. It’s more complex than it seems; who 

knows anyway what’s happening? My contribution won’t make much difference.  

Yes, bystanding is the path of least resistance, but if we understand the truth about the situation, I’m confident that as 

people of faith, we will spring into action. Our faith and history doesn’t allow us to do otherwise.  

Not only does our UU faith compel us to take action, the Jewish faith itself does the same. In the absence of a 

constitution, Israel’s Declaration of Independence stands as the main governing document in Israel. Consistent with 

Jewish values, it says: “The State of Israel will be based on freedom, justice and peace. It will ensure complete equality of 

social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex.”  

How far from this declaration it has come! While bystanding seems benign, it is not. By failing to take a stand in support 

of justice and human rights, we actively support the cruel reality on the ground, which has destroyed the souls of Israelis 

as well as Palestinians. The Israeli occupation of the West Bank has lasted 44 years. Over the years, in order to subjugate 

2.5 million people in the West Bank and 1.6 million in the Gaza Strip, Israeli policies have grown increasingly harsh and 

militant.  

Violence erupts frequently, sometimes initiated by Palestinians and other times by the Israeli military or the Jewish 

settlers. So, who are the settlers? They are Israelis who have built towns on Palestinian land inside the West Bank.  Some 

of the most militant settlers are foreign-born.   
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The most egregious example of these was Baruch Goldstein, an American-born Jewish-Israeli physician who, in 1994, 

opened fire on unarmed Palestinian Muslims praying inside the Mosque of Abraham in Hebron in the West Bank, killing 

29 Muslims and wounding another 125. Currently, there are 120 such settlements that Israel considers legal and the 

international community considers illegal. Additionally, some 100 outposts exist, which are considered illegal even by the 

Israeli government. The number of Jewish settlers living in the West Bank is estimated to be more than 300,000 people.  

Now, try to imagine life in these settlements and around them. When settlers need to go to another area for work, 

school or medical care, they travel on roads built specifically for them. When Palestinians need to travel, they’re not 

allowed to use these roads and have to go through checkpoints manned by the Israeli army. Stories abound of women in 

labor giving birth in cars, and emergency medical conditions not promptly treated as Palestinians wait for hours at these 

checkpoints.  

You’ve heard of the separation barrier, which Israel claims to be constructing purely for security reasons. When you 

think about this barrier, you may conjure up an image of the iron curtain, but you would be wrong. You may also think t 

hat it’s being built on the 1967 borders, which are the foundation of all the peace talks. Wrong again! In fact, in some 

areas, the Israeli military, which is financed by US aid, using Caterpillar tractors, prepares the path for the barrier by 

snaking through Palestinian towns and villages and destroying homes and olive trees along the way. Neighbor is separated 

from neighbor, families from children, and residents from their workplace and from medical facilities. 

The Gaza Strip, which is a separate enclave from the West Bank, is no longer occupied. However, Israel continues to 

have total control of what goes in and out of Gaza. Some describe it as the largest prison in the world, with 1.6 million 

people crowded in an area the size of Philadelphia, with almost no access to the outside world. The people of Gaza are 

denied necessary supplies by the Israelis and struggle with a scarcity of water, power and building supplies that are 

necessary to repair the damaged homes, hospitals, and factories resulting from the air and land invasion of Gaza in 2008. 

This population, consisting mostly of children, drinks and bathes in water that does not meet World Health Organization 

standards.  

Why then−in the face of these abuses and violations—do we remain asleep? Why are we UUs silent? Why do we not, to 

refer back to Nye’s poem, feel something poking us and arouse ourselves to protest? I have alluded to two reasons 

already. The first is personal experience that influences our views and the second is denial, which leads to bystanding. 

Pondering the problem further, a third reason for our silence emerges and that is the problem of myths. As I have 

watched the protests sweeping the Arab world, I have been impressed that the press, after an initial knee-jerk reaction of 

how this instability might affect Israel, has moved forward with presenting the events in their proper context. 

They are stories that have nothing to do with Israel.  They are the stories of populations rising up against oppressive 

dictatorships in order to gain freedom, justice and dignity. Yes, freedom, justice and dignity. On the other hand, for 

decades, the word Palestinian has conjured up the image of a man, with a scarf wrapped across his face, throwing stones. 

Or, worse yet, a suicide bomber. Such images, taken out of the context of the occupation, have painted almost every 

Palestinian as an extremist. 

The presentation of violent images has disregarded the fact that Palestinians too have been, and continue to struggle. Yes, 

for freedom, justice, and dignity. My time constraints don’t allow me to go deeply into this subject. Just keep in mind that 

myths abound because stories are told out of context; the many peacemakers, both Israelis and Palestinians are omitted 

from the news; and a growing Palestinian and Israeli  joint, peaceful resistance movement gets practically no attention.  

To learn more about these omissions, I recommend that you visit the web site of Just Vision, an organization I serve on 

the board of. The web site is justvision.org (http://www.justvision.org/). In this information age, we have many 

opportunities to find out the truth, but we have to search for it, sort through it, and determine its reliability. We must be 

informed so that we can speak. I’m convinced that if UUs only knew, we would wake up and shatter the silence.  

The fourth and last reason for our silence is Fear. Most insidious is the fear that if one criticizes or finds fault with Israel 

one would be labeled anti-Semitic.  In an article in the New York Review of Books, in June 2010, Peter Beinart, an Associate 

Professor of Journalism and Political Science at the City University of New York, wrote: “Not only does the organized 

http://www.justvision.org/
http://www.justvision.org/
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American Jewish community mostly avoid public criticism of the Israeli government, it tries to prevent others from 

leveling such criticism as well.” He adds: “In recent years, American Jewish organizations have waged a campaign to 

discredit the world’s most respected international human rights groups.”  

Such campaigns, by conflating criticism of Israeli government policies with anti-Semitism, have created an intimidating 

environment. This is most evident in educational institutions, where some academicians have suffered career setbacks 

because they went against the mainstream and told the truth about the situation. 

The fear is legitimate and the consequences may be real, but when did this stop UUs from speaking truth to power? We 

UUs pride ourselves on our active, inquiring minds, on our willingness to receive new information that may contradict 

past, comfortable assumptions.  

I urge each and every one of you to seek information with an open mind. I urge you to dig deep into your heart to 

understand what keeps you silent. Is it lack of knowledge? Is it some personal experiences you’ve had? Is it denial? Is it 

fear? 

As UUs, we must have the goal of taking appropriate action to support the freedom and dignity of every Palestinian and 

of every Israeli. By gaining insight into the reasons for our reluctance to speak out, we will begin to shatter the silence. 

So, what comes next?  Education comes next. Witness comes next. Compassion comes next. Healing comes next. 

Restoring innocence comes next. Peace comes next. 

Yes, it’s late, but everything comes next. Amen.  

 

 

Letter to Hanan Watson 

By Susan Lawrence, UU of Jewish Heritage, All Souls UU, NYC, 2015 

Note: Susan Lawrrence’s essay, “Letter to Hanan Watson,” may not be copied or distributed 

apart from this study guide. 

Dear Hanan, 

I began attending All Souls around 2011 and was not aware of your remarkable sermon, 

“Waking up to Shatter the Silence.” I now have read it many times because it is so 

thought-provoking. I think my personal awakening underscores much of your concept of 

shattering the silence.  

Unlike being suddenly wrenched out of a secure environment as you were, my childhood 

was uneventful. I grew up in Yonkers in the early 1940s surrounded by my father’s 

family, where the Hungarian and German Jewish families seemed to have quickly 

assimilated. Think “Hello Dolly.” No one spoke Yiddish, though I heard some 

Hungarian as a child. We never went into a synagogue and we gathered together for 

ecumenical holiday dinners at Christmas, Easter and Passover. On Passover we passed out little books to read about the 

holiday’s significance, but never got past the first few pages before everyone got hungry and abandoned the Seder ritual in 

favor of dinner. 

Without religious training, everything I knew about being Jewish I learned from other teenagers and from my love of 

books. My story tells of my journey from pro-Israeli to peace activist to pro-Palestinian. 

I was seven in 1948 when Israel became a state and have no memories of that event. But in 1958, when I was 16, I was 

asked to help narrate a program at the Jewish Community Center celebrating the tenth anniversary of the founding of the 

state of Israel. I remember thinking how ludicrous it was that they wanted me, the most unschooled of Jewish kids to 

narrate. But I remember the pride I felt during rehearsals when I found out that in 1948 the small new nation of Israel 

defeated and drove back all the surrounding Arab nations including all the local Palestinians who had voluntarily left their 

Susan Lawrence at Ramallah Cultural 

Palace in the occupied Palestinian 

West Bank territory in 2009 
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family homes. I learned that the Arabs were all planning to join together, come back into Israel, slaughter all the Jews and 

take back the land. Imagine! 

Well that massacre didn't happen! I was so proud. The Israelis were fighters! 

I first learned about the Holocaust in my late teens as well and I was stunned. I don't recall being taught about this 

horrific event in school. During the Adolph Eichmann Nazi trial in Jerusalem in the 1960s, I witnessed how survivor 

parents of a friend sat in front of the television set all day, every day scanning the audience, hoping to see anyone they 

once knew who had also survived the camps. 

Over the next years I began to read much on the Holocaust and just couldn't understand why 

people wanted to kill Jews for no reason that I could discern. I was told that some people 

thought Jews had all the money, but you wouldn't know it by my family. Some actually thought 

that Jews used the blood of Christian babies for their rituals. Gross!  

One thing was clear to me: Christians and Arabs had many horrible beliefs about Jews. Hatred 

could easily spring up again. I began to think of Israel as a safe haven or fallback position if ever 

there were more pogroms or forced inquisitions or Holocausts or whatever came next. But like 

most American Jews, I wasn't a Zionist. Let the Israeli Jews stay over there and the American 

Jews remain here…unless of course it got bad here. But clearly to me and all the Jews I knew, it 

was imperative to our own survival that this new little nation prevail. 

My Christian husband and I decided to entirely skip religion in the upbringing of our two sons. 

Nevertheless I still felt pride in Israel’s defensive prowess. Newscasts during the late 1960s 

through the 1980s were filled with fighting between the Israelis and the Arabs. I remember hearing my youngest son 

(about 4 or 5) tell the older one (maybe 8): “Don't go inside, Matt. Mommy’s crying in front of the television again. They 

must be fighting in Israel.”   

The boys knew nothing of Judaism or the Holocaust, but they knew that I cared about a place called Israel. And I would 

tell them the only thing I knew about Jewish Law: that they were legally Jewish by virtue of their mother’s bloodline; 

Jewish, for better or for worse. And the most important part: they were protected; as children of a Jewish mother, they 

had “the right of return.” The right to go live in Israel if things got bad again for Jews. 

 I was born in 1941 when six million Jews were exterminated in the Holocaust, so a safe place seemed like a necessity to 

me. But over the years, something had changed. My sons had married non-Jewish women, so their wives and my 

grandchildren did not have that “right of return” protection. And, frankly, younger people today just didn’t seem to care. 

Apparently Israel had lost its relevance to them. 

I first went to Israel in 1985 as a tourist. My Israeli guide was a woman who fought in the war for statehood and had 

much to say about Arab terrorism and duplicity. It became my personal experience. I believed it all and I was still proud 

of little Israel standing up to the Arabs. 

Later I started hearing about atrocities perpetrated upon Palestinians during the almost 50 years of military occupation: 

illegal land grabs, apartheid, human rights abuses, racism and persecution. Yet in discussions with older American Jews 

there was almost total denial. They believed that the Palestinians deserved such harsh treatment in retaliation for sending 

suicide bombers and lobbing bombs across the borders; Jews were within their rights to protect themselves, they said. 

And I asked, don't Palestinians have the right to protest the occupation of their country? They just didn't want to hear it. 

You’re right, Hanan. Total denial! 

Personally, I was at odds as well, knowing how Hamas and the people of Gaza feel about the Jews. Not just how they feel 

about Zionist Jews. All Jews. The Hamas Charter says it all. They want me dead. Hunted down and killed. That kind of 

dead! 

But it was the Israeli prohibition of chocolate for the children of Gaza that really got to me. Like you, I was haunted by 

the effect of war on children. In 2007 Israel instituted a blockade and forbade the import of many items into Gaza. For 

Susan as a child 



The 7 UU Principles and Palestine-Israel: Adult RE Study Guide 

September 2015     First Edition, Revised with URLs             21 

instance, along with concrete, metals and other building materials, chocolate, crayons and musical instruments were also 

forbidden. Come on, chocolate? There can be no reason to deny chocolate than to demonstrate total control over a 

captive population and to deprive even the children of something nice. I was incensed by the arbitrary restriction on 

chocolate. I believe in the first UU Principle: “the inherent worth and dignity of every person.” So when the opportunity 

arose I went to see and witness for myself.  

In 2009, almost 25 years after my first visit, I went as an activist for peace. I 

traveled through Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and the West Bank on a bicycle tour 

with a group of women from 40 different countries to raise awareness of the 

plight of the women and, of course, the children throughout the war-torn 

Middle East.  

I saw for myself the immense separation wall, the illegal settlements on 

Palestinian land, uprooted olive trees, teargas canisters being flung at me by 

people from the illegal settlements, the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps and the 

despair. I was rethinking my position. I understood that I was directed toward 

witnessing these atrocities for propaganda purposes, but I was still shocked.  

In the Shatila camp I saw posters with Ariel Sharon labeled as a terrorist and 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat as a freedom fighter. Of course I had always thought it was the other way around. (One man’s 

freedom fighter is another man’s terrorist.) One set of posters had descriptions and photos of the 1982 massacre of 

relatively unarmed Palestinian and Lebanese Shiite refugees locked in the 

camps like sitting ducks, while Sharon allowed their armed enemies to enter 

and slaughter them. Really? A defenseless civilian population locked in the 

camp and slaughtered? 

I first heard the Arabic word “Nakba,” the 1948 tragedy, referring to how the 

Palestinians were driven from their homes and villages, forced into exile in 

refugee camps and not allowed back. So that meant that they didn't leave 

voluntarily? Can this be true? 

I returned home a changed woman. I first went to the Middle East as a tourist. 

I went the second time as a peace activist. And now, to my surprise, I am a 

UU woman of Hebrew Heritage who is now pro-Palestinian. So much to learn, 

so much to re-learn and eager to make a difference. 

Several times a week I have lunch in a communal lunch room, often sitting with the same large group of people. One man, 

an American Zionist, has prison camp numbers tattooed on his arm. When he heard me say I rode my bike into the 

West Bank he became totally agitated, almost screaming at me that “there is no such place as the West Bank.” He 

insisted that the area in question is and was always called “Judea and Samaria.” At one point he called me an anti-Semite 

and a Nazi as he stormed out. The last thing I wanted to do was upset this gentle concentration camp survivor. It was 

devastating.  

I realize that what the Nazis did to the Jews was unconscionable. We can’t change that. What the Israelis, many of them 

the children and grandchildren of Holocaust survivors, are now doing to the Palestinians is also unconscionable. But we 

can try to change that. We must change that.  

Today I shudder as Europe begins to publicly hate Jews all over again. In Iran they are again reading the infamous hoax 

“The Protocols of the Elders of Zion,” where it is said that Jews use Christian blood in their rituals. The Ayatollah 

Khamenei calls us subhuman rabid dogs. 

I went to hear PLO President Mahmoud Abbas speak in New York and I’ve signed petitions. Yet today I hear Bibi 

Netanyahu announce after his fourth-term election that he will not allow a Palestinian state to be formed on his watch. 

Susan Lawrence, second from right in red and 

white shirt, with bike group  

Poster at Sabra and Shatila refugee camp plaza 

in Lebanon labeling Ariel Sharon as a terrorist.  
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After so many years of pretend negotiations, he now admits that he will never give back any of the Palestinian land his 

country has stolen. 

And then I came across the Israeli Declaration of Independence, which sounds exactly like our sixth UU principle which 

is: “The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all.” The Israeli Declaration says that “The state of 

Israel will be based on freedom, justice and peace. It will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its 

inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex.” I guess Bibi hasn't read that in a while.  

Today I read anti Zionist articles in the New York Times… the pro-Israeli Times? Before this, if I wanted to know what was 

really happening in the Middle East I had to go to Al Jazeera or the BBC.  

Will petitions and our call for justice result in change tomorrow? I don't know. But I do believe in our second UU 

principle: “justice, equality and compassion in human relations” and feel we must make our voices heard. I absolutely 

know that imprisoning and subjugating a race of people in the largest open-air prison camp in the world is a violation of 

the spirit and law established by those who founded the nation I once admired so much.  

Palestinians and Israeli Arabs need healing; they deserve justice, equality and compassion… even as some of them need to 

be taught to offer the same to the Jews. Even if some of them are the people who want me dead.  

You ask us to consider whether our children and grandchildren will be proud of our positions and actions regarding the 

Palestine/Israel situation. I think I've done a lot, but there's a lot more to do. You've listed the next steps: education, 

witness, compassion, healing, restoring innocence and peace. And so my support for the rights and equal treatment of 

Palestinians is something I need to say out loud…over and over again. 

Thank you for your wonderful sermon. I am proud to be your friend.   

Opening Reading: Elaboration on the 3rd Principle 

“Spiritual growth isn’t about a vertical ascent to heaven but about growth in every dimension at once. It’s spirituality in 3-

D. Growth in spirit doesn’t measure one’s proximity to a God above, but rather the spaciousness of one’s own soul—its 

volume, its capacity, its size. 

“We need souls that can take in the world in all its complexity and diversity, yet still maintain our integrity. And we need 

souls that can love and be in relationship with all of this complexity. Instead of fight or flight, we need a spiritual posture 

of embrace.” 

—Rev. Rob Hardies, All Souls Church Unitarian, Washington, DC (read more from Rob in The Seven Principles in Word 

and Worship, ed. Ellen Brandenburg). 

Grounding Questions and Discussion 

1. How can UUs covenant to spiritual growth on discussing Israel-Palestine? 

2. What are examples of the traditional role of covenants in UU discourse, in small group ministry and action? 

3. How does our UU faith tradition speak to the complexity and diversity of this issue and ways to address it? 

4. What are Abrahamic sources of UU history? 

5. In what ways can the UU experience in development of Welcoming Congregations inform the welcoming of discussion 

of Israel-Palestine? 

6. What would a meaningful “spiritual posture of embrace” look like? 

7. Address discussion of fight or flight responses that prevent embrace of complex issues. 

Activities 

Develop a Covenant. Read aloud together the “Guidelines for Dialogue.” Develop a written covenant for how the 

group is going to be together during the study sessions. 

 

http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=674
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=674
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Power Shuffle 

Explain that the group will be participating in an activity to practice being in covenant despite differences. Have everyone 

stand and move to one side of the room. Explain that you will be reading a series of questions, and they are standing on 

the “No” side of the room. They are to listen to the question and silently answer it. If their answer to a question is 

“Yes,” they should move to the other side of the room. If their answer is undecided or they want to abstain, they 

should move to the middle. Allow time for people to look around the room after each shuffle. Choose a subset of the 

questions if desired. 

Have you ever eaten hummus? 

Are you a lifelong UU? 

Does discussing Israel or Palestine evoke strong emotion in 

you? 

Are you of Christian heritage? 

Are you of Jewish heritage? 

Are you of Muslim heritage? 

Are you of Hindu heritage? 

Are you of Buddhist heritage? 

Are you a pagan? 

Are you a humanist? 

Can you find Israel and Palestine on a map? 

Are you of Arab heritage? 

Are you of Palestinian heritage? 

Were your relatives harmed in the Holocaust? 

Were your relatives harmed in the creation of Israel? 

Do you have Israeli friends or colleagues? 

Do you have Palestinian friends or colleagues? 

Do the Jewish people need their own state? 

Do Palestinians need their own state? 

Should the territories be combined in one state? 

Has this conflict been going on for centuries? 

Is this conflict very complicated to understand? 

Are you well-informed about this conflict? 

Have you felt grief about the conflict this summer? 

Is this conflict ever going to be solved? 

Has the UUA addressed the conflict satisfactorily? 

Have you ever eaten matzoh? 

Ask everyone to return to their seats. Go around the circle allowing people 30-60 seconds to share their reactions to 

the exercise. Source: booklet of youth games for community-building, 

https://www.uua.org/documents/youthoffice/deepfun.pdf 

Sharing Awareness Stories. Each person can share when they first became aware of any aspect of the Israel-Palestine 

conflict. 

Video, Conflict in Israel and Palestine: Crash Course, http://youtu.be/1wo2TLlMhiw . View the video together and 

discuss it. 

Reading. The facilitator and volunteers can read aloud Loving the Contradictions 

(http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/articles/23672.shtml) from UU World/The Seven Principles in Word and Worship. Discuss 

embracing differences and contradictions as a form of spiritual growth. 

Discuss the Pre-reading. 

Call to Action Ideas. The call to action for this session is simply being willing to engage in deep listening and respectful 

dialogue, embracing differences and being willing to have an open mind. These practices are the foundation of spiritual 

and intellectual growth. At home or at the facility where you participated in the session, journal about your impressions 

and reactions, and your intentions for growing from this study. 

Closing 

Each person in the group can share what they learned, found most notable, or a question that arose from the session. 

  

https://www.uua.org/documents/youthoffice/deepfun.pdf
http://youtu.be/1wo2TLlMhiw
http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/articles/23672.shtml
http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/articles/23672.shtml
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Session Two 

1st Principle: 

The Inherent Worth & 

Dignity of Every Person 

Honoring Historical 

and Current Pain  

 Jewish history:  
Diasporas, Enslavement, 

Pogroms, The Holocaust, 

Longing for Zion, terrorist 

violence 

 

 Other displacements:  
Africans, Native 

Americans  
 

 Current Palestinian 

suffering 

Opening 

Activities 

Slide show: “Diasporas and Displacements,” by UUJME, the Nakba Education 

Project, and Zochrot, 8 minutes, https://vimeo.com/129337937  

Video: The Path to Nazi Genocide, 

http://www.ushmm.org/learn/introduction-to-the-holocaust/path-to-nazi-

genocide, US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 38 minutes  

Video: Al-Nakba, Episode 1, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7FML0wzJ6A, Al-Jazeera English, 47 

minutes 

Discussion 

 

Principle 1: The Inherent Worth and Dignity of Every Person 

Sessions One, Two and Three present readings and activities that emphasize subjective experience of this conflict, in line 

with principles 3, 1, and 2.  

Opening Reading: Elaboration on the 1st Principle 

“Reverence and respect for human nature is at the core of Unitarian Universalist (UU) faith. We believe that all the 

dimensions of our being carry the potential to do good. We celebrate the gifts of being human: our intelligence and 

capacity for observation and reason, our senses and ability to appreciate beauty, our creativity, our feelings and emotions. 

We cherish our bodies as well as our souls. We can use our gifts to offer love, to work for justice, to heal injury, to 

create pleasure for ourselves and others. 

“‘Just to be is a blessing. Just to live is holy,’ the great twentieth-century Rabbi Abraham Herschel wrote. Unitarian 

Universalists affirm the inherent worth and dignity of each person as a given of faith—an unshakeable conviction calling us 

to self-respect and respect for others.” 

—Rev. Dr. Rebecca Ann Parker, minister, theologian, and author. This reflection is one of many in The Unitarian 

Universalist Pocket Guide, available from the UUA Bookstore. 

Grounding Questions and Discussion 

1. Dignity and worth are honored in deeds and gestures; what are the actions done by UUs that uphold dignity and 

worth in other situations of disempowerment and conflict, and/or in Israel-Palestine?  

Examples: Rev. Theodore Parker; Rev. Olympia Brown; Martha and Waitstill Sharp; the UUSC; Rev. James Reeb and 

Viola Liuzzo; South Africa anti-apartheid campaigns; AIW of 2002; UU involvement in LGBTQ rights; UU-UNO; 

Standing on the Side of Love; Immigration; Doctrine of Discovery repudiation by General Assembly delegates; 

Thandeka; Rev. Bill Sinkford; Rev. Peter Morales; Rev. Leslie Takahashi Morris; Dr. Ibrahim Abdurrahman Farajajé; 

Mark Morrison-Reed; #Black Lives Matter movement; efforts to counter Islamophobia; UU minister Rev. David 

Etherington in the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program (March 2014 UUJME Newsletter, 

http://www.uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/Final%20Spring%202014%20e-Newsletter.pdf,  page 9; also in 

Session Six of this curriculum); UUJME Proposed CSAI 2013; UUJME Gaza statement of 2014; this curriculum. 

2. How have UUs tried to heal injury in Palestine-Israel, from an interfaith or multifaith perspective?  

You can use topics cited above, or personal testimonies gathered from UUs, newsletter articles. 

https://vimeo.com/129337937
http://www.ushmm.org/learn/introduction-to-the-holocaust/path-to-nazi-genocide
http://www.ushmm.org/learn/introduction-to-the-holocaust/path-to-nazi-genocide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7FML0wzJ6A
http://www.uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/Final%20Spring%202014%20e-Newsletter.pdf
http://www.uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/Final%20Spring%202014%20e-Newsletter.pdf
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3. What form does/could working for justice in the region take among UUs? 

Examples: educational campaigns; dialogue with Jewish and Palestinian communities locally; Congressional visits; 

leadership involvement (ministers, UUA; UUSC; UUJME); BDS (see Resources section for links); General Assembly 

actions such as divestment from companies involved in occupation 

Activities 

It is very important to recognize and honor the people who feel the historic pain that Jews, Palestinians, and other groups 

have experienced and the current pain. 

Discuss the Prereading. 

View the video: “Diasporas and Displacements.” This video was created using a combination of materials from the 

Nakba Education Project, the Israeli human rights group Zochrot, and information from UUJME research; 

https://vimeo.com/129337937, 10 minutes. Discuss reactions. 

View the video: The Path to Nazi Genocide, http://www.ushmm.org/learn/introduction-to-the-holocaust/path-to-nazi-

genocide, US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 38 minutes  

View the video: Al-Nakba, Episode 1, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7FML0wzJ6A, Al-Jazeera English, 47 minutes. 

Discuss reactions. 

Call to Action Ideas. Participants can explore the resources at the end of this guide for further background 

understanding of the painful collective memories of the ethnic and religious groups presented in the slide show, and 

articles about racism and oppression. Some ideas include educational campaigns; dialogue with Jewish and Palestinian 

communities locally; congressional visits; leadership involvement (ministers, UUA; UUSC; UUJME); investigation of 

boycott and divestment possibilities (see Resources section for links); General Assembly actions. 

 

Closing 

Each person in the group can share what they learned, found most notable, or a question that arose from the session. 

  

https://vimeo.com/129337937
http://www.ushmm.org/learn/introduction-to-the-holocaust/path-to-nazi-genocide
http://www.ushmm.org/learn/introduction-to-the-holocaust/path-to-nazi-genocide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7FML0wzJ6A
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Session Three 

2nd Principle: 

Justice, Equity and 

Compassion in All 

Human Relations 

Injustice 

Stories of Israelis and 

Palestinians 

Hebron as a Case 

Study of Occupation 

Prereading  

“Checkpoints: Matrix of Control,” by Rosie McInnes (UUJME 2013 Fall 

Newsletter, 

http://uujme.org/home/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=l0zKraSYONk%3d&tabid=66&

portalid=0&mid=384 page 4) 

“Parallels Between the Jim Crow South and Israel-Palestine,” 

(http://www.firstunitarianportland.org/images/stories/Social_Justice/Peace_Act

ion/Parallels_bet._Jim_Crow_South_and_Israel.Palestine.pdf) by UUJME 

board member Curtis Bell; also available in the Winter 2013 and Spring 2014 

UUJME Newsletter, Part I (page 5) at 

http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/NewsletterWinter2013-

UUJME.pdf?ver=2014-07-20-060841-000 and Part II (page 10) at 

http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/UUJME-news-

0528FINAL.pdf?ver=2014-07-20-060950-000.  

UUs in Action – Pat Westwater-Jong’s photography project 

Stories of Palestinians and Israelis 

Opening Reading and Discussion 

Activities 

Home Front, four short films from Just Vision, featuring a young Palestinian 

teenager whose family is forced to give up half their home in East Jerusalem 

to Jewish settlers, interviewing Palestinians and Israelis, 26 minutes total; 

http://www.justvision.org/homefront 

Short video of Hebron road closed to Palestinians, Breaking the 

Silence/B’tselem, http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/media/49098?sg=0, 4:11 

minutes 

Short video of Israeli conducting night searches of Palestinian homes in 

Hebron at night to photograph children, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLg-1lHPO0A, 8:12 minutes 

Discuss what a just, equitable and compassionate course of action might be in 

these situations. 

Principle 2: Justice, Equity and Compassion in All Human Relations 
Sessions One, Two and Three present readings and activities that emphasize subjective experience of this conflict, in line 

with principles 3, 1, and 2.  

Pre-reading 

Checkpoints: A Matrix of Control and Humiliation 

By Rosie McInnes, UUJME 2013 Human Rights Trip participant, in 2013 

UUJME has sponsored five fact-finding trips to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, most recently 

in the summer of 2013. Our trips focus on human rights and include meetings with Israeli and Palestinian 

rights groups, peace activists, politicians, scholars and businesspeople. To date, 50 UUs have benefited from 

the highly informative, often emotional trips to the region, the majority returning to become activists in their 

congregations and elsewhere. The trips also feature homestays with Palestinian families, discussions with 

settlers and experiences of checkpoints. Below is an impression of crossing the Jalmeh checkpoint, north of Jenin. It was written by a 

member of the 2013 delegation, Rosie McInnes. Rosie was a sophomore at Bryn Mawr College when she wrote this article, and is 

the granddaughter of Don McInnes, the Cambridge, MA lawyer who established UUJME’s trips to the region. 

http://uujme.org/home/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=l0zKraSYONk%3d&tabid=66&portalid=0&mid=384
http://uujme.org/home/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=l0zKraSYONk%3d&tabid=66&portalid=0&mid=384
http://uujme.org/home/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=l0zKraSYONk%3d&tabid=66&portalid=0&mid=384
http://uujme.org/home/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=l0zKraSYONk%3d&tabid=66&portalid=0&mid=384
http://www.firstunitarianportland.org/images/stories/Social_Justice/Peace_Action/Parallels_bet._Jim_Crow_South_and_Israel.Palestine.pdf
http://www.firstunitarianportland.org/images/stories/Social_Justice/Peace_Action/Parallels_bet._Jim_Crow_South_and_Israel.Palestine.pdf
http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/NewsletterWinter2013-UUJME.pdf?ver=2014-07-20-060841-000
http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/NewsletterWinter2013-UUJME.pdf?ver=2014-07-20-060841-000
http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/UUJME-news-0528FINAL.pdf?ver=2014-07-20-060950-000
http://uujme.org/home/Portals/0/Newsletters/UUJME-news-0528FINAL.pdf?ver=2014-07-20-060950-000
http://www.justvision.org/homefront
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/media/49098?sg=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLg-1lHPO0A
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I stepped off the air-conditioned bus with trepidation, leaving behind the rest of the American members of our group. I 

followed George−our guide on the UUJME trip and the co-founder of the Siraj Center for Holy Land Studies in Beit 

Sahour, near Bethlehem—his wife, Muna, and their two sons. We were about to pass through the checkpoint crossing 

from Jalmeh to Nazareth in the fashion of all Palestinians: as pedestrians. I chose to join them, rather than pass through 

quickly on the bus, to better understand the Palestinian experience, and to show kinship and solidarity towards a family I 

had come to know and love. I felt a twinge of fear, but was careful not to show it; I felt I didn’t deserve to be afraid of an 

experience that all Palestinians must endure, some every day. As we entered the checkpoint, George told me, "This is 

what it's like to be treated like a thief in your own country.” I was about to find out what that was like. 

The Israeli Defense Force began constructing checkpoints within and around the West Bank in the 1990s, but particularly 

after the Second Intifada, with the stated purpose of maintaining security within Israel, and preventing those who might 

wish it harm from entering. These permanent checkpoints, which number well over 500 now, are frequent sites of IDF 

harassment and abuse of Palestinians. They also severely restrict movement for Palestinians and impose economic 

hardship. But above all, they are reminders to Palestinians that they are seen as threats, that they are not welcome, that 

they are always under suspicion in a land that is their home. 

The first thing we did when we entered the checkpoint was pass through a metal detector, after which a voice over a 

loudspeaker spoke angrily to us in Hebrew. All the soldiers spoke Hebrew throughout the process, even though many 

Palestinians do not speak the language. We continued down winding, narrow hallways, being buzzed through locked 

doors wherever we came to them. The floors were concrete, the walls metal. We were the only ones there, it being the 

middle of the day. We went through seemingly endless turnstiles, winding corners, and finally put our belongings through 

a final conveyor belt. We then entered an area labeled "Inspection Room." A young female soldier sitting behind a glass 

barrier in the small windowless room took our documents wordlessly and pulled a curtain and returned our documents 

over the glass barrier. We waited for about five minutes, after which the woman drew back the curtain without saying a 

word. We continued to the final checking station, where another soldier, again a woman and again speaking only Hebrew, 

took our documents. Armed soldiers walked around on catwalks above us. The soldier scanned Muna’s fingerprints, and 

there was a briefly tense moment when she refused to let the boys go through with George because of a new rule 

regarding his permit. They had to wait and pass through with Muna. I was only briefly acknowledged: the soldier glanced 

at my passport and let me pass.  

Going through the checkpoint, I truly felt like I was a criminal entering jail. As a human being, I felt humiliated to be 

treated in such a way. I felt ashamed that George’s sons had to watch their mother's finger be scanned, had to receive the 

message that they were strangers and threats in their own country. I couldn't believe that the rest of the group could 

drive by and that the Palestinian family had to walk. What seems like such a simple difference, like such a minor 

distinction, is actually steeped in great shame. To be forced to walk while others drive. It is a form of humiliation so basic 

that it seems silly. But to experience it is not so silly.  

Another thing that I had thought about before but not fully understood until this experience was the complete illogic of 

the checkpoints. The Israeli government defends the checkpoints on the basis of “security needs.” Palestinians have 

entered Israel with bombs and caused violence in the past, so Israel has to make sure that does not happen again. This 

sentiment is steeped in deep fear and I really understand where it comes from. It is natural to respond to violence and 

threat with defensiveness. I think it is a natural gut reaction, but I do not think it is a logical or compassionate reaction. 

The constant humiliation and restrictive power of the checkpoints is not right.  

As we were walking out of the checkpoint, George's wife Muna saw that I was upset, shaken up by what we had just gone 

through. She came over to me and touched my arm. She said to me, "I'm sorry. I can imagine that it was a shock for you 

to go though that, not really knowing what to expect." I could not believe that she was apologizing to me. I couldn't put 

into words how deeply sorry I was, how ashamed that my government supported a system that has made her feel like a 

stranger and criminal in her own country. 
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Separate and Unequal  

By Curtis Bell 

 

Fellow UUs: Unitarian Universalists committed themselves to the struggles for civil rights and voting rights of blacks in the 

South during the 1960s. Two hundred of the five hundred clergy in the 1965 march from Selma to Montgomery were 

Unitarian Universalists. Two Unitarian Universalists were killed in the violence of events surrounding that march, Rev. 

James Reeb from Boston and Viola Liuzzo from Detroit. The protests in Selma were triggered by the killing of a young 

black man, Jimmy Lee Jackson, in a previous voting rights demonstration. A sculpture in memory of Rev. Reeb, Viola 

Liuzzo and Jimmy Lee Jackson is present in the main office of the Unitarian Universalist Association in Boston. 

Opposition to the oppression of blacks in the Jim Crow South followed naturally from a commitment to the basic 

Unitarian Universalist principles of respect for the worth and dignity of every human being and for justice, equity and 

compassion in human relations. The accompanying article draws out the many parallels between the oppression of 

blacks in the Jim Crow South and the oppression of Palestinians today.  

 

Two hundred of the five hundred clergy in the 1965 march from Selma to Montgomery 

were Unitarian Universalists. Two Unitarian Universalists were killed in the violence of 

events surrounding that march, Rev. James Reeb from Boston and Viola Liuzzo from 

Detroit. The protests in Selma were triggered by the killing of a young black man, Jimmy 

Lee Jackson, in a previous voting rights demonstration. 
 

The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute in Birmingham, Alabama does a good job of showing what blacks endured before 

the civil rights victories of the 1960s. I visited there last fall and was especially struck by one particular image: a 1926 map 

of the small and isolated patches of Birmingham where blacks were then allowed to live (Fig. 1). What struck me was the 

similarity of this map to maps of the isolated patches of the West Bank and East Jerusalem where Palestinians are allowed 

to live (Fig. 2). The map then made me think about other similarities between the oppression of blacks in the Jim Crow 

South and Israel’s present-day oppression of Palestinians.  

 

Figure 1. Black Neighborhoods of Birmingham in 1926. From “March of Justice, a journey inside the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute.”  

Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, 2009. 
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Figure 2: Palestinian areas of the West Bank. Brown areas are those with “full” Palestinian control (Area A). Green areas are those with mixed 

Palestinian and Israeli control (Area B).  All other areas are full Israeli control (Area C). International Middle East Media Center. 

The methods for keeping blacks within their enclaves in Birmingham were more direct and brutal than the redlining 

agreements among banks and realtors that maintained a de facto segregation in the North. Municipal zoning laws in 

Birmingham prevented sales to blacks outside designated areas, and if a black person somehow acquired a house outside 

the designated area, even if just across the street, the house would be blown up, according to the Birmingham Civil Rights 

Institute.  

Similarly, the Israeli legal system keeps Palestinians within restricted areas of East Jerusalem and the West Bank. 

Palestinians living outside those areas have been evicted and their homes destroyed or occupied by Jewish settlers. 

Eighteen thousand Palestinian homes have been destroyed by Israel since 1967, according to the Israeli Committee 

Against House Demolition (http://www.icahd.org/). The black areas and white areas of Birmingham were very different 

physically. The black areas often lacked municipal amenities or services such as street lighting, paved streets, sidewalks, 

garbage collection and sewers that the white areas had. Similarly, the Palestinian areas of East Jerusalem often lack these 

same basic facilities and services, and the differences between Palestinian and non-Palestinian areas are clear to all.  

Suppression of the human rights of blacks in the South was maintained by both “legal” and extralegal means. State and 

municipal Jim Crow laws restricted residence, use of public facilities, use of public transport, interracial marriage and 

other aspects of life in the South. White courts and police forces enforced these laws and the whole system of 

segregation. Arbitrary arrests under vagrancy laws yielded large numbers of black prisoners (who were often forced to 

do hard labor). Non-violent civil rights marches and protests were met with police and state National Guard violence.  

Similarly, Israeli control over the lives of Palestinians is maintained by a system of laws, courts, police and Israeli military 

that discriminates against Palestinians. Laws restrict where Palestinians can live, where they can travel, what roads they 

can travel on, and whether they can live with their spouse in another part of the country. Permits to travel from the 

West Bank to East Jerusalem for work are tightly controlled and dependent on “good” behavior. “Administrative 

detentions” have led to the indefinite incarceration of thousands of Palestinians without trials. The Israeli Defense Force 

meets non-violent protests against the separation wall and the taking of Palestinian land with violence (see the Israeli 

Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories, B’tselem, http://www.btselem.org). 

 

 

http://www.icahd.org/
http://www.icahd.org/
http://www.icahd.org/
http://www.btselem.org/
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Forced Compliance 

African-American compliance with the system of segregation in the South was ensured by extralegal as well as legal 

means, including economic threats, harassment of various sorts, and extreme violence. More than 5000 lynchings were 

recorded between 1882 and 1959, and many beatings and killings went unrecorded. Violence against blacks increased as 

the civil rights movement grew in strength during the 1950s and 1960s. In one year alone, 30 black homes and churches 

were bombed in Birmingham. The white-controlled legal system only rarely prosecuted white-on-black violence. 

Similarly, harassment and violence against Palestinians by Israeli settlers in the West Bank and East Jerusalem occur 

almost every day. The settlers try to force Palestinians off their land or to leave the region entirely. The settlers threaten 

or attack children on their way to school and shepherds in the fields. Palestinian land, wells, and olive groves are 

occupied. The Israeli military protects the settlers, and the Israeli legal system only rarely prosecutes settler harassment 

or violence. 

Blacks in the Jim Crow South had no control over the governments that oppressed them and denied them their share of 

common resources. The 15th Amendment of 1870 gave blacks the right to vote, but that right was progressively taken 

away in Southern states following the failure of reconstruction. Discriminatory registration procedures were introduced 

and were enforced by violence. As late as the 1960s, many counties in the South, even those with black majorities, had no 

registered black voters. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 finally changed that. 

Similarly, the four million or so Palestinians in Gaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem have no say in the government 

that in fact controls them. They cannot vote in the Israeli elections. Palestinians did vote for a virtually powerless 

Palestinian government in 2006 in which a majority of seats in the parliament went to Hamas, a political party.  

The Hamas legislators were immediately arrested and jailed by Israel. Many were kept in prison for over five years and 

the elected parliament has never been able to meet. Even if the parliament could meet, it would have only limited control 

over limited enclaves of the West Bank. Israel controls the water, electricity, borders, airspace, exports and imports of 

the enclaves, and the Israeli military enters the enclaves and arrests Palestinians at will. 

Non-violent methods such as marches, boycotts and direct actions are critical tools for the success of any human rights 

movement, such as the American Civil Rights Movement, that confronts a power structure with a monopoly on physical 

force. 

The Civil Rights Movement in the United States maintained the practice of non-violence to a heroic degree over many 

years, even in the face of violent repression from the Southern white power structure. Participants aroused the 

conscience of the rest of the nation and the world. Similar non-violent methods are now of central importance for the 

Palestinian rights movement. Protest marches against the separation wall, “Freedom Rides” on Israeli-only public transit, 

and “camp-ins” on land illegally expropriated for Israeli settlements are becoming common now in Palestine/Israel. 

Internationally, boycotts of all sorts and divestment from companies that maintain and profit from the occupation of 

Palestinian land are taking hold. 

African-Americans in the American Civil Rights Movement made their appeal to the federal government for redress of 

wrongs committed at the lower levels of state and local governments.  The federal government was already formally 

committed to the rights of blacks through the 14th and 15th amendments as well as various Supreme Court decisions. 

They also had authority and power over local governments. The aroused conscience of the nation and of the world finally 

forced the United States federal government to act. Presidents Kennedy and Johnson could not continue to present the 

United States to the world as the land of freedom and democracy when its own citizens were being beaten for asserting 

their freedom and their right to vote. 

Here too there are parallels between the Civil Rights Movement in the American South and today’s movement for 

Palestinian rights. Israel cannot indefinitely present itself as a law-abiding, humane, and democratic state when it denies 

the human rights of the four million or so Palestinians in Gaza, East Jerusalem and the West Bank. The international 
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community is beginning to understand that although it is Israel that has control over those four million Palestinians, the 

Palestinians themselves have no say in the government that occupies and controls them. 

Ironically, the federal government of the United States shares responsibility for the continuing denial of Palestinian human 

rights, just as for many decades it shared responsibility for the denial of black human rights in the Jim Crow South by not 

enforcing federal law. Now, and for many decades, United States diplomatic support has allowed Israel to violate 

international law with impunity. The United States has blocked United Nations sanctions against Israel for such violations 

of international law as the occupation of Palestinian land, the colonization of the West Bank by placing settlers on that 

land, and the annexation of East Jerusalem, the historic home of thousands of Christian and Muslim Palestinians.  

In addition, the United States federal government provides about three billion dollars in military aid to Israel every year, 

and may be violating its own laws in doing so, as pointed out by a letter to Congress 

(http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/10/5/religious-leaders-ask-congress-condition-israel-mi/) in October 2012 from 15 

leaders of major American Christian churches. The letter urged an “investigation into possible violations by Israel of the 

U.S. Foreign Assistance Act and the U.S. Arms Export Control Act, which respectively prohibit assistance to any country 

which engages in a consistent pattern of human rights violations and limit the use of U.S. weapons to ‘internal security’ or 

‘legitimate self-defense’.” The letter cited evidence for human rights violations on the part of Israel and for Israel’s use of 

US arms against Palestinian civilians. 

In summary, many parallels exist between the historic mistreatment of blacks in the Jim Crow South and the present-day 

mistreatment of Palestinians in Israel/Palestine. Many parallels also exist between the strategies of the Palestinian rights 

movement to end Palestinian mistreatment today and those taken previously by the American Civil Rights Movement to 

end black mistreatment. These strategies consist of arousing and mobilizing the conscience of the world through non- 

violent protest, direct action, boycotts and divestment, together with citizen demands that the governments involved 

obey both national and international law. These strategies brought significant changes for African-Americans in the South 

and hopefully, with commitment and perseverance, may someday accomplish the same for Palestinians. 

UUs in Action: Pat Westwater-Jong 

By Diana Digges 

Massachusetts photographer’s exhibit documents Courage and Compassion in the Holy Land. 

 

Photography is Pat Westwater-Jong’s third career. It’s the one that weaves together all the strands 

of her professional and personal life as a psychotherapist, a conflict resolution facilitator and a 

specialist in organizational change. And it’s the career that has taken her to the Middle East two 

months of every year since 2008 to document the efforts of Muslims, Christians and Jews who are 

working together for peace and justice in Israel and Palestine. 

Witnessing the violence in the region can be discouraging, frustrating, infuriating, and heartbreaking, Pat notes, but 

“witnessing reactions to the violence can be inspiring.” 

Her Courage and Compassion in the Holy Land project focuses on two groups of people who react in different ways: those 

who work to dispel fear and increase understanding of members of the "other" religion; and those who actively resist the 

Occupation and work for equal rights for everyone.   

Typical of the first group are the Jerusalem Peacemakers. Founded in 2004, the group is a network of interfaith, 

humanitarian peace-builders whose mission is to contribute to understanding, peace and reconciliation among all faiths. 

 

 

Pat Westwater-Jong 

http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/10/5/religious-leaders-ask-congress-condition-israel-mi/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/10/5/religious-leaders-ask-congress-condition-israel-mi/
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In the pictures below, the four co-founders lead the group in an unusual annual event of blessing and celebration of the 

Old City of Jerusalem. They offer prayers that the Old City may be a peaceful place of worship for people of all faiths, a 

place of welcome for everyone. The event begins with groups of people stationed at both the Jaffa Gate (leading to Israeli 

West Jerusalem) and the Damascus Gate (leading to Palestinian East Jerusalem), and culminates with drumming and 

dancing well into the night, ending up  near the New Gate on the border between Israeli West Jerusalem and Palestinian 

East Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political activists such as Sheerin Al-Araj, from the Palestinian West Bank village of Al-Walaja, are typical of the second 

group in the exhibit. For years, Pat says, Sheerin has protested in direct action against Israeli soldiers uprooting olive 

trees, demolishing homes and building the Separation Wall. Christian Palestinians, Jewish Israelis and internationals 

occasionally join her in the village protests. She also engages in educating people about the Occupation. In the picture 

above right, according to Pat, she is explaining to visiting Israeli teachers that “the Wall is not for security – it is a 

‘structural displacement tool,” built to seize more land and to force Palestinians out.  

When one of the teachers raises the argument that suicide bombing has stopped because of the Wall, Pat says Sheerin 

points to the presence of numerous gaps in the Wall itself, which would allow bombers to enter Israel. When Sheerin is 

asked what she would suggest, she answered, according to Pat, “I think the ultimate solution is one state. We are too 

small to face the upcoming disasters alone, and if we have that state we will have the best of the world: Palestinians are 

the connections to both [the] Arab and Muslim worlds and the Israelis to the rest of the world, mainly the western one. 

The economy is one thing, but [we can] also [be a] meeting point - we can be the center of the world in something good 

for a change." 

Pat notes the differences in approach between the human rights protestors such as Sheerin and the non-confrontational 

tactics of groups like Jerusalem Peacemakers, but sees both as different doorways into activism. “I welcome into my heart 

and project anyone working non-violently on these issues,” she emphasizes. 

Her own entry into this work was via interfaith experience. A child of a Jewish mother and a Christian father, Pat and her 

family found a spiritual home in the Unitarian Universalist congregation of Winchester, MA. She was deeply influenced by 

her minister, Rev. Bob Storer. “He was one of the wisest and most loving people I’ve ever met,” Pat says. “He came to 

UUism from a background in vaudeville and brought that spirit into his ministry.” 

He also impressed Pat with his educational approach to Bible study. “He would put two contradictory quotes on the 

board−both from the Bible. It was a great way to get young people to think about the many ways of interpreting 

Scripture.” 

Jerusalem peacemakers bless the Old City 

Sheerin Al-Araj talks to visiting Israeli teachers  

about the Wall in her village 

Photo credit: Pat Westwater-Jong 

Jerusalem peacemakers bless the Old City 

Photo credit: Pat Westwater-Jong 
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Pat had always been passionate about interfaith work and human rights. In 2007, she organized a talk given by two visiting 

members of the Jerusalem Peacemakers. It was hearing their stories that compelled her to join a delegation from the 

Interfaith Peace Builders Network to go to Israel-Palestine the following year.  

“If there is to be peace in the Holy Land, there also must be justice and the courage to reach across religious and national 

lines. People must treat each other as they would like to be treated, and be able to forgive,” she says. “The people 

documented in this project represent hundreds, maybe more, who are playing what could be the critical role in moving 

the situation from one of disrespect, fear, violence and injustice to one of common values, goals, safety, and equality.” 

~~~ 

“Courage and Compassion in the Holy Land” was displayed for the public at the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at the 

Kennedy School at Harvard University in Cambridge, MA. When not in Israel or Palestine, Pat is happy to give private tours. For 

more information on sharing Pat’s work with your congregation, please contact her at westwaterp@gmail.com. 

Walk a Mile in Their Shoes: Israeli/Palestinian Composite Stories 

By Elissa Goss 

The stories below are composites of situations and opinions of Palestinians and Israeli Jews. Read each story and try to 

visualize what the situation is like for each person. 

Lisbeth, Jewish Israeli living in a West Bank settlement 

My family just moved to a settlement near the border with Israel. My dad works in Tel Aviv, about an hour’s drive away 

and my mom stays home with me. I didn’t want to move here because everyone says the West Bank is dangerous. We 

are only allowed on roads made just for us, but I can see the local Palestinian town down the hill. I go to a school in the 

settlement, with other kids from our neighborhood. I miss my friends in Tel Aviv and I felt safer there. My parents tell me 

not to talk to the Palestinians if I meet them. Sometimes I see them on the side of the roads, walking to their fields, 

because their fields are all around our settlement. Dad says those fields will be razed and the settlement plans to expand. 

My family has always wanted to live here. They didn’t like big city feeling of Tel Aviv and love being where it is quieter. 

They say this land used to be ours, long ago. It makes me feel proud to be back, even if it means being away from my 

friends. 

 

Anees, Palestinian from the Gaza Strip 

I want to travel and study in the US, as well as visit extended family in Hebron. However, because I live in Rafah, I am not 

allowed into the West Bank because the Israelis do not allow Gazans to pass through the checkpoints at the border of 

Israel. My only way of getting out of Gaza is through the Rafah checkpoint into Egypt, with very few permitted to cross, 

and it took me over 46 days to leave because of issues with papers and the checkpoint being closed at random intervals. I 

waited with others for weeks outside of the gates, traveling home at certain intervals when I could. We only have a few 

hours of electricity a day, since Israel bombed our electricity tower. I have extended family in Hebron whom I have never 

seen and that my mother has not seen in over 15 years. Hebron is only 60 miles away, but I have only been able to live 

within the 13 miles by 36 miles militarized border of Gaza. I am one of 1.5 million Gazans and refugees who live here.  

 

Josh, Jewish immigrant living in Tel Aviv 

I immigrated to Israel from the US after college to do Aliyah. My non-Jewish partner is currently trying to get citizenship, 

and it will probably take just two to three years. We live in Tel Aviv while I am in graduate school and take weekend trips 

around the country. We have friends in settlements in the West Bank, and are only allowed to visit the settlements. We 

are encouraged to not visit Palestinian villages or towns like Ramallah due to security concerns, but can visit places under 

Israeli or mixed Palestinian Authority/Israeli control like Hebron, Nazareth and kibbutzes in the southern Negev desert. 

 

mailto:westwaterp@gmail.com
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Reem, Palestinian woman from near Bethlehem 

My family owns an olive farm outside of Bethlehem. Our trees are over 300 years old, and this land has been in our family 

since the Turks governed. We are Palestinian Christians but it is very hard to visit to holy sites in Bethlehem because we 

have to go through three checkpoints that take anywhere from one to five hours depending on if it is a workday or a holy 

day. International tourists visiting don’t have to wait in the same line to visit the same site; it usually takes less than an 

hour for them to go through. Sometimes we are denied entry for no reason at all. If we are denied, we have to just turn 

around and go home. 

Opening Reading: Elaboration on the 2nd Principle 

“Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations points us toward something beyond inherent worth and dignity. It 

points us to the larger community. It gets at collective responsibility. It reminds us that treating people as human beings is 

not simply something we do one-on-one, but something that has systemic implications and can inform our entire 

cultural way of being. 

“Compassion is something that we can easily act on individually. We can demonstrate openness, give people respect, and 

treat people with kindness on our own. But we need one another to achieve equity and justice. 

“Justice, equity, and compassion are all part of the same package. Just as the second Principle overlaps with the first, so it 

is related to the seventh Principle—the interdependent web of all existence.” 

—Rev. Emily Gage, Unity Temple, Chicago, IL (read more from Emily in The Seven Principles in Word and Worship, ed. Ellen 

Brandenburg) 

Grounding Questions and Discussion 

1. What is our collective responsibility, as a faith tradition, in this conflict? 

Discuss   

 our commitment to each other  as an interfaith tradition and  

 our involvement as tax-paying citizens and  

 as congregants with money in TIAA-CREFF) 
2. What are the systemic implications of these three things?  

 being interfaith;  

 fueling the occupation with our taxes and our political support;  

 violating our Socially Responsible Investment obligations by holding funds in TIAA-CREF. 
3. How do we, as a community, achieve equity and justice? 
4. Is there a place for neutrality? 

Activities 

Discuss the Prereading. 

The following activities introduce participants to some of the trying situations that Palestinians endure under occupation. 

The video Home Front, a collection of four short and no-cost online videos, shows the phenomenon of Jewish settlers 

taking over Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem, a city that was intended during the partition to be an international city 

with half under Israeli control and half under Arab control. The videos interview individuals affected and involved in 

protests. The videos from Breaking the Silence and B’tselem give an idea of some events that Palestinian families 

experience around Hebron, a Palestinian town which has had many restrictions placed on movement due to the presence 

of Jewish settlers. Breaking the Silence is an organization of former Israeli soldiers who do not support occupation. 

B’tselem is an Israeli human rights group that tries to shed light on Israeli military activities that violate international law. 

The photographing of children at night in their homes is disturbing, and is linked to the larger issue of child military 

detention. Hundreds of Palestinian children each year are arrested and detained by Israel’s government and military—as 

http://www.uua.org/beliefs/principles/282067.shtml
http://www.uua.org/beliefs/principles/282067.shtml
http://www.uua.org/beliefs/principles/282070.shtml
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=674
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young as 12—with many reporting shocking treatment upon their release. Some are held in prisons in Israel. See the 

website Defence of Children-Palestine for more details at http://www.dci-palestine.org/issues_military_detention.  

View the short film series Home Front, four short films from Just Vision, featuring a young Palestinian teenager 

whose family is forced to give up half their home in East Jerusalem to Jewish settlers, interviewing Palestinians and Israelis; 

http://www.justvision.org/homefront. Discuss reactions. 

View the video from two Israeli human rights groups, Breaking the Silence and B’tselem, documenting the Hebron road 

closed to Palestinians, http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/media/49098?sg=0/. Discuss reactions. 

View the video from Israeli human rights group, B’tselem, showing soldiers entering 10 Hebron homes at night to 

photograph children, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLg-1lHPO0A. Discuss reactions. 

Discuss the prereadings and the class videos. 

Call to Action Ideas: Exercise your democratic rights by writing a letter to a publication, or a representative of a body 

in which you can vote: your congregation, your social justice committee, your town, your state or federal congressional 

districts. What are some actions you can request the representative or group of representative leaders to take regarding 

Palestine/Israel? It can simply be a letter to the editor of a newspaper or magazine sharing what you have learned from 

this group so far, and what you desire to see happen or stop happening. Consider what action you can cause to be taken 

by vote that will support peace with justice for Palestinians and Israelis. 

Closing  

Each person in the group can share what they learned, found most notable, or a question that arose from the session. 

  

http://www.dci-palestine.org/issues_military_detention
http://www.justvision.org/homefront
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/media/49098?sg=0/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLg-1lHPO0A
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Session Four 
4th Principle: 

A Free and 

Responsible Search 
for Truth and Meaning 

Finding the Real 

Stories 

 Myths and Facts 

 

 Water Disparities 

Prereadings and movie 

Trailer from Peace, Propaganda and the Promised Land 4:45 minutes (no cost), 

or entire video online: 7-day deadline to view, $50, or DVD by mail, $19.95 

from http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=117 

Religious leaders to Congress: 

http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/10/5/religious-leaders-ask-congress-

condition-israel-mi/ 

Fact Sheet from Grassroots International, “Troubled Waters” at  

http://grassrootsonline.org/sites/default/files/water_fact_sheet_final.pdf   

Noted Israeli reporter Amira Haas reports in Ha’aretz, Feb. 2014, on “The 

Israeli Watergate Scandal: The Facts About Palestinian Water”  

http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-east/1.574554 

Infographics about water disparities: 

Gaza water: http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/gaza-water-confined-and-

contaminated  

West Bank water: http://visualizingpalestine.com/infographic/wb-water  

+972 Magazine water series: http://972mag.com/visualizing-occupation-distribution-of-

water/49925/ 

Opening Reading and Discussion 

Discussion  

The Struggle for Water; Al Jazeera English video interview, Dec. 2014, with Dr. 

Abdul Rahman Al-Tamimi, of the Association of Palestinian Hydrologists, 

about the impact of Oslo accords on water access, 4 minutes,  

http://youtu.be/cssuF0c_yrU  and 

http://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/PalestineRemix/area-c.html#/2 

Discussion 

Principle 4: A Free and Responsible Search for Truth and Meaning 

Session Four looks at obstacles that obstruct a “free and responsible search for truth and meaning.” 

Pre-reading and movie trailer 

It is often bewildering to sort through the media for facts about Israel and Palestine. There is a bias in many materials. It is 

important for UUs to understand the scope of imbalance in the coverage of Israel and Palestine. One important aspect 

that adds to this imbalance is the long-standing anti-Arab bias in the media and the entertainment industry. This session 

will place a special focus on understanding the oppression experienced by Palestinians via a study of disparities in water 

access comparing Israelis and Palestinians. First, you can view either the trailer to a movie about media disparities 

between portrayal of Israel and Palestinians, or consider viewing the entire movie. 

View the trailer to Peace, Propaganda and the Promised Land, 4:45 minutes, at http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-

bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=117 or consider purchasing and viewing the entire movie.  

Read the Fact Sheet from Grassroots International, “Troubled Waters” at 

http://grassrootsonline.org/sites/default/files/water_fact_sheet_final.pdf.   

“While Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories are portrayed as a region where water is scarce and where 

innovation has enabled Israelis to "turn the desert green," the truth is far more troubling. A new fact sheet from 

Grassroots International outlines elements of the 60-year water grab by Israel of area water resources, from the Jordan 

River to the Western Mountain Aquifer.” — Carol Schachet 

Noted Israeli reporter Amira Haas reports in Ha’aretz, Feb. 2014, on “The Israeli Watergate Scandal: The Facts About 

Palestinian Water,” http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-east/1.574554.  

http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=117
http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=117
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/10/5/religious-leaders-ask-congress-condition-israel-mi/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2012/10/5/religious-leaders-ask-congress-condition-israel-mi/
http://grassrootsonline.org/sites/default/files/water_fact_sheet_final.pdf
http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-east/1.574554
http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/gaza-water-confined-and-contaminated
http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/gaza-water-confined-and-contaminated
http://visualizingpalestine.com/infographic/wb-water
http://972mag.com/visualizing-occupation-distribution-of-water/49925/
http://972mag.com/visualizing-occupation-distribution-of-water/49925/
http://youtu.be/cssuF0c_yrU
http://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/PalestineRemix/area-c.html#/2
http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=117
http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=117
http://grassrootsonline.org/sites/default/files/water_fact_sheet_final.pdf
http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-east/1.574554
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View the infographics about water disparities at the links listed in the overview 

Water disparity infographics: 

Gaza water: http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/gaza-water-confined-and-contaminated  

West Bank water: http://visualizingpalestine.com/infographic/wb-water  

+972 Magazine water series: http://972mag.com/visualizing-occupation-distribution-of-water/49925/  

+972 Magazine is run by a collective of Israelis and Palestinians; its name is the telephone area code for both peoples. 

Opening Reading: Elaboration on the 4th Principle 

“As responsible religious seekers, we recognize that we are privileged to be free, to have resources to pursue life 

beyond mere survival, to continually search for truth and meaning, to exist beyond bonds of dogma and 

oppression, and to wrestle freely with truth and meaning as they evolve. 

“This privilege calls us not to be isolated and self-centered, believing that our single perspective trumps all others, but 

rather to be humble, to be open to the great mysteries of truth and meaning that life offers. And those mysteries may 

speak to us through our own intuition and experience—but also through tradition, community, conflict, nature, and 

relationships. 

“As a faith tradition, Unitarian Universalism makes sacred the right and responsibility to engage in this free and 

responsible quest as an act of religious devotion. Institutionally, we have left open the questions of what truth and 

meaning are, acknowledging that mindful people will, in every age, discover new insights.” 

—Rev. Paige Getty, UU Congregation of Columbia, Maryland (read more from Paige in The Seven Principles in Word and 

Worship, ed. Ellen Brandenburg) 

Grounding Questions and Discussion 

1. If we are privileged to be free, what is our responsibility to hear all testimonies and see all sides? 

2. How do we find good sources of information toward uncovering truth? 

3. For UUs, what are the bonds of dogma and oppression in this debate? How can we free ourselves from bonds? 

Activities 

There are several myths around the Israel-Palestine conflict. One was the concept that the Israelis “made the desert 

bloom.” While there has been some experimentation with development of highly arid land in Israel and Palestine, the fact 

is that Palestinians had been farming fertile land for generations. The Jaffa orange was legendary, and many groves were 

taken over from Palestinian families by Jewish settlers. How do we scan the media coverage of Israel-Palestine with a 

more critical view? 

Discuss the prereadings and Peace, Propaganda and the Promised Land. 

View the video. The Struggle for Water: Al Jazeera English video interview, Dec. 2014, with Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-

Tamimi, of the Association of Palestinian Hydrologists, about the impact of Oslo accords on water access, 

http://youtu.be/cssuF0c_yrU. A longer, more complete picture is available at 

http://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/PalestineRemix/area-c.html#/2. Discuss reactions. 

Call to Action Ideas. To take action on water disparities, sign the petition to ask TIAA-CREF to divest from companies 

that profit from the Israeli occupation, spread the word with those you know, and/or join the UUJME email list to receive 

e-mail action alerts regarding water and other issues. 

Closing 

Each person in the group can share what they learned, found most notable, or a question that arose from the session. 

http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/gaza-water-confined-and-contaminated
http://visualizingpalestine.com/infographic/wb-water
http://972mag.com/visualizing-occupation-distribution-of-water/49925/
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=674
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=674
http://youtu.be/cssuF0c_yrU
http://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/PalestineRemix/area-c.html#/2
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Session Five 

5th Principle: 

The Right of 

Conscience & the Use 

of the Democratic 

Process within Our 

Congregations & in 
Society at Large 

Honoring the 

Courage in 

Prophetic 

Witnessing 

 Israelis and 

Palestinians speak out  

 

 UUs bearing witness 

Pre-reading: 

UU examples of bearing prophetic witness: 

UUJME Young Adult Travel Blog Posts, 

http://uujme.org/home/YoungAdultTravelBlog  

Letter from Rev. Phyllis O’Connell 

Letter from Rev. David Etherington on Ecumenical Accompaniment 

Existing UUA Israel-Palestine Resolutions 

Opening Reading and Discussion 

Activities 

Video: Teenage Israeli Conscientious Objectors 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acPE9qdPwYI, 2 minutes 

Short videos, Breaking the Silence testimonials from former Israeli soldiers: 

http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/videos/78477, 3:08 min and 

http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/videos/60819, 3:36 min 

Discussion 

 

Principle 5: The Right of Conscience and the Use of the Democratic 

Process within Our Congregations and in Society at Large 

Session Five lifts up voices of those searching their consciences. 

Pre-reading 

Increasing numbers of UUs and UU leaders are bearing prophetic witness to the need for UUs to become more aware 

and take action on human rights in Israel-Palestine, breaking the barrier of hesitancy to speak out on this issue. In the 

next pages, you will read recent communications from UU ministers and see the past resolutions that UUA General 

Assemblies have adopted.  

UUJME Travel Blog Posts 2015 

In early 2014, UUJME began offering scholarships to young adult UUs, age 18-35, for travel to Israel-Palestine. 

We asked each scholarship applicant to create a travel proposal as either a self-designed trip or as part of an 

existing delegation. We also asked them to plan post-trip outreach in their UU and local communities, including 

blogging for this or other blogs. Scholarship winners were chosen based on how their travel proposals 

furthered UUJME's charter and goals. UUJME also organizes the Don McInnes Journey for Human Rights Trip in 

odd-numbered years. Excellent posts are available by several participants in this summer’s trip as well as one of 

the young adult travelers. Post authors include a minister, a seminary student and several college students. See 

http://uujme.org/home/YoungAdultTravelBlog and the UU section of the Resource section for two other sites. 

  

http://uujme.org/home/YoungAdultTravelBlog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acPE9qdPwYI
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/videos/78477
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/videos/60819
http://uujme.org/home/YoungAdultTravelBlog
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Letter to UU Ministers 

Rev. Phyllis O’Connell 

Spring 2013 

Dear Fellow UU Ministers,  

I am writing this letter at the invitation of the editor of this publication [UUJME News] to offer 

encouragement for us, as UU ministers, to initiate interest in our congregations on the issue of 

justice in the Middle East.  

We take pride in our active commitments for justice and have been in the forefront of so many 

justice issues—marriage equality, woman’s right to choose, immigration reform—and yet, we have been 

uncharacteristically silent on the justice issues related to Israel and Palestine.  

Other faiths have written curricula for their congregations to use as study guides and sources for principled action. It’s 

hard to imagine that our UU congregations, composed of people from so many religious and ethical backgrounds—

Atheist, Buddhist, Christian, Jewish, Humanist, Pagan—are not in a particularly unique position to understand the issues in 

the Israeli-Palestinian struggle from a diversity of perspectives.  

I readily admit to being reticent when I was first asked to become more publicly involved in the issue of justice in the 

Middle East. I was pretty sure I didn’t know enough about the history of the conflict or the complexities of the struggle 

and, I was right, I don’t know enough.  

But not knowing is not a good enough reason to refrain from learning. I can do that. We can all do that. To date, the 

congregation I serve as an interim minister has taken a field trip to see the award-winning documentary The Gatekeepers, 

held an open conversation on “how to navigate differences respectfully,” and read and discussed Sandy Tolan’s 

remarkable book, The Lemon Tree. We have plans to see more films, bring in speakers and continue to become better 

informed.  We don’t have a specific goal.   

Our learning may lead some to take a more activist role. One member is going to Israel-Palestine this summer on the 

UUJME tour.  But for most of us, we are feeling our way as we become increasingly informed and knowledgeable and a 

great deal more interested in the question of justice in the Middle East. None of us wants to plunge headfirst into a 

subject that might result in polarizing our congregations, and there’s no question that the subject of Israel-Palestine has 

great emotional content for many.  

But set in the context of our UU Principles of promoting dignity of every person, of promoting justice, equity and 

compassion in human relations, of promoting a world community with peace, liberty and justice for all and promoting 

respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are all a part–within that context of respect and caring, can 

we not talk with each other about hard subjects and, in doing so, who knows, perhaps even be a model for others?  

~~~ 

 Rev. Phyllis B. O’Connell was at the time of this writing the interim minister for Theodore Parker Church, in West Roxbury, MA. She 

has been a minister for more than 25 years, previously serving congregations in Wellesley, Melrose and Springfield, all in 

Massachusetts.  
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 Rev. David Etherington, an estates and trusts attorney, felt called to ministerial work and became 

ordained in 2013. Why the ministry? “I wanted a theological foundation to the solidarity and justice work I 

had been engaged in over the prior decades.” David sent this report to us in Spring 2014 in response to a 

query about his work in Palestine.  

Letter from a UU Minister on Ecumenical Accompaniment 

Greetings,  

I am a Unitarian Universalist Community Minister affiliated with the UU Fellowship of Marion 

County, Florida but my ministry is outside the congregation reaching out into the larger world.  

My work has me in Palestine with the World Council of Churches (WCC), an organization based in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The World Council of Churches has teams in multiple locations in Palestine. The team in Yatta, of which I am a part, is in 

the south Hebron hills. It was created two years ago in response to increasing demolition orders and settler violence in 

the area.  

Here as an “Ecumenical Accompanier,” I work with a team of three other internationals who 

come from Sweden, Britain and Germany. The four of us live in a house in town, and our hope is 

that in some small way the work we do will contribute to the efforts to end the Israeli 

occupation of Palestine.    

My work through WCC is to further advocate for a peaceful resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict in accordance with international law and UN resolutions. This work is to witness life 

under occupation, engage with local Palestinians and Israelis pursuing a just peace, and seek to 

change the international community’s involvement in the conflict, urging them to act against 

injustice in the region. The current situation in Israel and Palestine is harmful to both Palestinians 

and Israelis. Only through resisting injustice and ensuring equal rights for all can there be true peace. In this work, my 

team and I stand faithfully with the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized in an effort to serve all parties in this 

conflict in a fair and unbiased manner. 

 We walk side by side with local Israeli and Palestinian peacemakers, live directly with the local community, and work 

with local and international organizations in an effort to raise a consolidated and unified voice against injustice. We 

participate by providing “protective presence,” which includes being witness to and documenting demolitions, military 

incursions into Palestinian lands, arrest, detainments, settler violence against Palestinian persons and livestock, destruction 

of Palestinian property and agricultural lands—including the destruction of olive groves and planted fields.  

We also participate in meeting with local leaders to determine where is the best use of our presence; we attend UN and 

other NGO meetings about how best to leverage our work in this area of Palestine. A key component to this work 

of providing protective presence is “accompaniment” with Palestinians as they simply try to carry out their daily lives 

without interference from the Israeli military or the Israeli settlers. This word "accompaniment"—derived from the Latin 

words ‘com’ and ‘panis’—literally means “sharing bread with someone.”   

In our accompaniment, we witness life under occupation, live strongly connected to the local community and share 

together the basics of life, which offers us the opportunity to listen to and experience others’ struggles. Truly 

understanding these struggles gives each of us a stronger voice against injustice and the motivation to advocate for 

change.   

This work also includes the monitoring and reporting of violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, 

bringing the world’s attention to such injustices. We report these violations to the UN, the International Red Cross and 

Crescent, participating churches to the World Council of Churches and multiple other supporting organizations, as 

determined by the WCC administrative office.  
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Here in Palestine, the light of hope is kept shining through this public witness and presence on the ground and through 

the ongoing commitment to advocating for a just peace. This work for me is a continual reminder of my Unitarian 

Universalist faith.   

In the words of those who have come before me: Be the change you want to see...  

In faith, David Etherington  

For information about the community of 1500 Palestinian shepherds in the community of Masfer Yatta, please see the video 

created by Christian Peacemakers: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szTvnK5rE_I. For information about the World Council of 

Churches Ecumenical Accompaniment work in Israel-Palestine work, see: http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/eappi. Read 

more about Rev. Etherington’s presence at the village of Susiya in June and July 2015 with the Ecumenical Accompaniment 

Program at https://www.facebook.com/uujme/posts/948893178505738.  

   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szTvnK5rE_I
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/eappi
https://www.facebook.com/uujme/posts/948893178505738
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UA General Assembly Social Justice Statements on Israel-Palestine 

1982 General Resolution - United States Policy in Relation to the Israeli-Palestinian-Arab Conflict 
(http://www.uua.org/statements/statements/20174.shtml)  

WHEREAS, historic steps to end the warfare between Israel and Egypt were taken with the signing of the Camp David 

peace accords; and  

WHEREAS, the goal of United States policy, as it approaches the remaining central issues in the Middle East, should be to 

encourage, in the spirit of Camp David, a comprehensive peace settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian-Arab conflict; and  

WHEREAS, a comprehensive settlement must be based on the commitment of all parties to respect the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of the others and to co-exist in peace and justice with their neighbors;  

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1982 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the United States 

Government to adopt the following guiding policies in its efforts to help achieve a comprehensive settlement and to 

normalize United States relations with all of the Middle East's peoples:  

1. Faithful support for the legitimacy, independence, and security of Israel;  

2. Recognition of a Palestinian right of self-determination, including a right to establish a state;  

3. Condemnation of all acts of terror, disproportionate reprisal, and attacks on civilian populations;  

4. Continued opposition to the creation and maintenance of Israeli settlements in the occupied territories and 

continued commitment to the United Nations Resolution 242 under which Israel should withdraw from lands 

conquered in 1967 and under which its right to security within its 1967 borders should be assured;  

5. Urgent efforts to end the Middle East arms race.  
 

2002 Action of Immediate Witness - Toward Peace and Justice in the Middle East 

(http://www.uua.org/statements/statements/13983.shtml)  

Because our Unitarian Universalist Principles call us to affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every person, justice and 

equity in human relations, and the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; and  

Whereas Rev. William Sinkford, President of the Unitarian Universalist Association, has spoken out on the Middle East 

conflict in a pastoral letter of March 27, 2002, calling for "our congregations to educate themselves on [the] issues and to 

engage in honest conversation";  

Whereas in 1982 the Unitarian Universalist Association General Assembly adopted a General Resolution encourage a 

comprehensive peace settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and calling on all parties to respect the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of the others;  

Whereas Unitarian Universalists have supported and affirmed the rule of law and the positive role of the United Nations 

in building a world community;  

Whereas United Nations Security Council Resolution 242 emphasizes "the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory 

by war and the need to work for a just and lasting peace," and other United Nations resolutions have re-affirmed Israel as 

the "Occupying Power" bound by the Fourth Geneva Convention, "which is applicable to all the Arab territories occupied 

by Israel since 1967";  

Whereas the United States government is responsible for a significant portion of arms sales to this over-armed region, 

thus furthering its instability;  

Whereas the Middle East situation has been deteriorating with increased violence on both sides and increased military 

oppression;  

Whereas United States diplomacy has not led to peace or security for the region; and  

Whereas the World Conference of Religions for Peace, an organization co-founded by the Unitarian Universalist 

Association, has responded to requests from the Prime Minister of Israel and the President of the Palestinian Authority 

by calling for a "religiously sanctioned cease-fire" and recognition of Israel and Palestine as states with secure, 

internationally recognized borders;  

http://www.uua.org/statements/statements/20174.shtml
http://www.uua.org/statements/statements/20174.shtml
http://www.uua.org/statements/statements/13983.shtml
http://www.uua.org/statements/statements/13983.shtml
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Therefore, be it resolved that the 2002 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the 

following principles as a basis for action by the governments of the United States and Canada:  

 Freedom from occupation and equal rights for all, including the right to exist in peace and security. 

 Opposition to Israeli settlements, land confiscation, house demolitions, and other violations of international law. 

 Opposition to all attacks on civilians, whether by suicide bombers, F-16 or helicopter gunships, or any other 

means. 

 Support for a central United Nations role in efforts to achieve a comprehensive, just, and lasting peace.  

Be it further resolved that the 2002 General Assembly calls on  

 the Israeli government to abide by the Fourth Geneva Convention and international law; 

 Palestinians to immediately stop suicide bombings and all attacks on Israeli civilians; 

 the United States government to 

1. "suspend all transfers of those types of weapons and munitions used to commit human rights violations 

until Israel is clearly in compliance with the terms for arms transfers as expressed in United States law 

and bilateral agreements," as Amnesty International has called for, and 

2. work within the United Nations for a just peace that includes two viable secure states, Israel and 

Palestine, based on the 1967 borders, with mutual relations based on sovereignty and equality; and  

 our congregations to: 

1. become educated on Middle East issues and engage in honest conversation; 

2. redouble their efforts for peace based on the goal of justice and human rights for all; 

3. support actions of the anti-occupation Israeli peace activists, including Rabbis for Human Rights and the 

Israeli reserve officers who refuse to serve in the Occupied Territories; 

4. encourage Jewish Americans and others who support Israel but oppose its occupation of Palestine; and 

5. condemn and oppose expressions and acts of anti-Semitism and acts of terror against Jews, Palestinians, 

or Arabs and their legitimate institutions wherever they may occur.  

 

Opening Reading: Elaboration on the 5th Principle 

“In our religious lives, the democratic process requires trust in the development of each individual conscience—a 

belief that such development is possible for each of us, as well as a commitment to cultivate our own conscience. We 

could call it a commitment to the value of each person. In the words of Theodore Parker, ‘Democracy means not “I am 

as good as you are,” but “You are as good as I am.”’ My connection with the sacred is only as precious as my willingness 

to acknowledge the same connection in others.” 

—Rev. Parisa Parsa, First Parish in Milton, MA (read more from Parisa in The Seven Principles in Word and Worship, ed. 

Ellen Brandenburg.) 

Grounding Questions and Discussion 

1. How do UUs distinguish between individual conscience and collective responsibility of the 2nd principle? 

2. Can UUs be effective as an organized voice on this issue, or is it best to leave actions up to the individual? 

3. How have UUs used democratic process to reconcile individual and collective conscience? 

4. Discuss the experience of becoming a Welcoming Congregation. 

Activities 

There is often a fear barrier that UUs must break through in order to have meaningful dialogue on the Israel-Palestine 

subject. Some are afraid of reawakening historic pain in others, and some are experiencing the pain of watching modern 

suffering in silence.  In the prereadings by clergy, two UU ministers are examples of following their individual conscience 



The 7 UU Principles and Palestine-Israel: Adult RE Study Guide 

September 2015     First Edition, Revised with URLs             44 

as well as taking collective responsibility for making a difference. In the prereading about UUA resolutions on Israel-

Palestine, we can see historic grounding for our faith to move forward to uphold the original call as well as to take 

further courageous steps of conscience. 

In Israel, soldiers are deeply impacted by enforcing illegal occupation. A small number of Jewish Israeli high school teens 

have refused to serve in the army. View and discuss the testimonies of the teens and the two soldiers in these short 

videos. 

Discuss the Prereading. 

Video: Teenage Israeli Conscientious Objectors https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acPE9qdPwYI  

Short videos, Breaking the Silence testimonials from former Israeli soldiers: 

http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/videos/78477 and 

http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/videos/60819  

Discuss reactions. 

Call to Action Ideas. Based on what you have experience in the readings and activities for this session, what do you 

feel called to do by your conscience? Ideas may include writing letters of support to teenage Israeli conscientious 

objectors and to the former soldiers providing testimony to Breaking the Silence. 

Closing 

Each person in the group can share what they learned, found most notable, or a question that arose from the session. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acPE9qdPwYI
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/videos/78477
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/videos/60819
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Session Six 

 6th Principle: 

The Goal of World 

Community with 

Peace, Liberty and 
Justice for All 

The Way Forward 

 Hope 

 Reconciliation 

Pre-reading/listening:  

Supporting Peace with Justice, Dealing with Violence and Nonviolence, and 

Maintaining Hope 

Read the blog post by Christian anti-racism/anti-oppression activist Ben 

Irwin, “Stop Praying for Peace in Baltimore,” at 

http://benirwin.me/2015/05/01/stop-praying-for-peace-in-baltimore/ 

The Holy Land Trust’s Peace and Research Learning Center, 

http://www.holylandtrust.org/peace-research--learning-center.html, 

Bethlehem 

Audio file: Inaugural Theodore Parker Lecture in December 2014 by Rabbi 

Brian Walt, “The Prophetic Challenge:  Breaking Silence, Speaking Truth” at 

http://www.tparkerchurch.org/2014/12/theodore-parker-lecture/ 

FAQ – Right of Return: http://www.badil.org/en/documents/category/30-

materials-for-print?download=344%3Aprint-q-a 

Activities  

Palestinian Gandhi Project, http://palestinian-gandhi.tumblr.com/ 

TED Talk, Can I Reconcile with the Man Who Killed My Son? 

http://youtu.be/faDSK_vVg_A, 5 minutes  

Video of support rally for Israeli conscientious objector Natan Blanc, 

http://972mag.com/watch-support-vigil-for-imprisoned-conscientious-

objector-natan-blanc/71748/, jailed nine times for refusing to serve in the 

army, 2:30 minutes 

Principle 6: The Goal of World Community with Peace, Liberty and 

Justice for All 

Session Six features peace-with-justice activists who are leading the way in the search for “peace, liberty and justice for 

all.” 

Prereadings 

Five Smooth Stones 

The UU religion has no set creed. To add strength to the quest to live a life based on UU values, James Luther Adams, a 

Unitarian Universalist minister, wrote about the five smooth stones of liberal religion. These stones arose from the five 

smooth stones that David picked up to use against Goliath in the Bible story. The analogy is that life is full of struggles, 

and we need a set of tools with which to engage in struggles of life based on our values as adherents of a liberal religion. 

Here is shorthand for the five tools for living: 

1. Revelation is continuous. 

2. Relationships ought to rest on mutual and free consent. 

3. We need to work together for just and loving community. 

4. We have a commitment to express our faith in society. 

5. Live in hope. 

There are plentiful resources in the world to give us hope for making a difference. 

Source: Blog post of Greg Smith at http://sowhatfaith.com/2011/05/13/5-smooth-stones-of-liberal-religion/.  

http://benirwin.me/2015/05/01/stop-praying-for-peace-in-baltimore/
http://www.holylandtrust.org/peace-research--learning-center.html
http://www.holylandtrust.org/peace-research--learning-center.html
http://www.tparkerchurch.org/2014/12/theodore-parker-lecture/
http://www.badil.org/en/documents/category/30-materials-for-print?download=344%3Aprint-q-a
http://www.badil.org/en/documents/category/30-materials-for-print?download=344%3Aprint-q-a
http://palestinian-gandhi.tumblr.com/
http://youtu.be/faDSK_vVg_A
http://youtu.be/faDSK_vVg_A
http://972mag.com/watch-support-vigil-for-imprisoned-conscientious-objector-natan-blanc/71748/
http://972mag.com/watch-support-vigil-for-imprisoned-conscientious-objector-natan-blanc/71748/
http://972mag.com/watch-support-vigil-for-imprisoned-conscientious-objector-natan-blanc/71748/
http://sowhatfaith.com/2011/05/13/5-smooth-stones-of-liberal-religion/
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Supporting Peace with Justice, Dealing with Violence and Nonviolence, and Maintaining Hope   

How will peace, liberty, and justice for Israelis and Palestinians be achieved? Peace talks have not accomplished the goal.  

The vast majority of Palestinian reaction to displacement and occupation in the West Bank and Gaza has been nonviolent 

resistance, and some will tell you that existence is resistance: Palestinians are expressing resistance by continuing to try 

to live their lives and seek a living while under occupation. Oppression can lead also to violent action. The Palestinian 

uprisings, or intifadas, saw many Palestinian youths burning tires, and throwing rocks and Molotov cocktails at Israeli army 

patrols. Palestinian terrorists in the form of more than 300 Palestinian suicide bombers wreaked havoc in the 1990s to 

2008, with hundreds of Israeli civilians, primarily Jewish, becoming victims of these attacks. Thousands of rockets have 

been launched by Palestinian militants toward Israel from Gaza in the past decade, the vast majority into civilian areas, 

internationally condemned. Some fear that if there is a Palestinian state with Hamas in the leadership, Jewish lives would 

be in great danger. Understandable concerns are voiced about Hamas. However, evidence from the six-month cease fire 

from 2008 that preceded the 2008-2009 Gaza ware showed the organization’s ability to suppress rocket fire to near-zero 

levels, until Israel violated the cease-fire and started an assault. A report has some interesting tables and comparisons of 

Israeli mortar fire, Palestinian rocket fire, and correlation with periods of ceasefire is available at http://www.terrorism-

info.org.il/data/pdf/PDF_19045_2.pdf.  

It is also important to consider that Palestinians are not monolithic; not all support Hamas. To think that Palestinian 

society is monolithic is a manifestation of racist thinking. And ultimately, the main principle to be supported is the call of 

Palestinians to have their human rights upheld and the wrongs done to them addressed in the world, just as we uphold 

the rights of Jews and condemn anti-Semitism, or any other oppressed group. 

There are additional Palestinian and Jewish rights struggles in Israel. There are more than a million Palestinians living in 

Israel, some of whom were displaced during the Nakba. Palestinian citizens of Israel experience discrimination and several 

of their municipalities do not receive equitable funding. There are robust movements for civil rights for Israeli 

Palestinians. Ethiopian Jews often face discrimination in Israel, and they also have organized for their rights. Israeli Jews 

demonstrating against the 2015 war in Gaza were often subjected to violent attacks and threats. There is much work to 

do around rights. 

As has been established in the resources accompanying this study guide, there have been acts of terrorism perpetrated 

against Palestinians by Zionist Jews leading up to the creation of Israel and by Israeli Jews against Palestinians thereafter. 

Palestinians have been more widely highlighted in the media for their acts of terrorism against civilians. Many Americans 

are concerned that the current leadership of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, Hamas, cannot be trusted to refrain from 

attacking Israel militarily in the event of the establishment of a Palestinian state. There are important facts to learn about 

the context of rocket fire from Gaza, and the extreme disparity in military might between the Israeli forces and the Gaza 

resistance fighters. Sources claim that the rocket attacks can clearly be shown to be associated with Israeli acts of 

provocation such as arrest sweeps in the West Bank. See the 46nfographic by Visualizing Palestine, Palestinian and Israeli 

Deaths (http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/timeline-of-violence?v=large). Read the post by a staff person of American 

Friends Service Committee that offers important insights regarding violence by Palestinians, and by rocket fire from Gaza 

http://afsc.org/story/will-israel-recognize-palestinians%E2%80%99-right-exist.  

What kind of violence is acceptable among Unitarian Universalists in the case of oppression? Is any violence acceptable in 

resisting oppression? This is definitely a matter of individual opinion among Unitarian Universalists. Rev. Theodore Parker 

supported violent resistance to slavery, being among the “Secret Six” who donated funds for John Brown to purchase 

weapons for his raid on Harper’s Ferry, which ended in death for the combatants.  

  

http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/data/pdf/PDF_19045_2.pdf
http://www.terrorism-info.org.il/data/pdf/PDF_19045_2.pdf
http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/timeline-of-violence?v=large
http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/timeline-of-violence?v=large
http://visualizingpalestine.org/visuals/timeline-of-violence?v=large
http://afsc.org/story/will-israel-recognize-palestinians%E2%80%99-right-exist
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Study the painting at left, found by a UU visitor to the Palestinian town 

of Ramallah. What do you think it depicts?  

The Arabic verse in the painting is from a poem by Mahmoud Darwish, 

the famous Palestinian nationalist poet, translated below: 

“Oh you enemy of the sun 

I will not compromise 

And to the last pulse in my veins 

I will resist” 

 

The figure under the man’s left arm is the symbol of the right of return of refugees, and the candles likely stand for 

Palestinian lives lost. Above the man, the circle is probably the sun referenced in the verse, giving emphasis to a weapon 

that could be a slingshot or could be a Molotov cocktail weapon and suggesting that Palestinians and resistance to the 

occupation are of the sun, or on the side of life. 

Similar artwork and photography on the Israeli side abounds. During the summer of 2014 attack on Gaza, a depiction was 

distributed of a young female figure symbolizing Palestine with her dress being lifted partially up representing a concept of 

rape. A photo circulating on the Internet purportedly showed an IDF member wearing a T-shirt after the 2015 Gaza 

assault that displayed the phrase “Deployed, Destroyed, Enjoyed.” On the other hand, to compare to an image of an 

Israeli child decorating a bomb for use on Gaza there is an image of a Palestinian child holding a gun.  

Certainly there has been vastly disproportionate force used against Palestinians, and the fabric of their daily lives is 

riddled with rituals of restriction, humiliation, and oppression. How can the cycle of violence be ended? How do we stop 

the cycle? It is important to recognize the root cause, which is the original displacement of Palestinians, and its ongoing 

dispossession by Israel. Only solving this by ending the occupation and blockade will result in a just peace. The increasing 

poverty in Gaza will only result in people feeling more desperate and as if they have nothing to lose by resorting to 

military means. The American Friends Service Committee states that Israel needs to recognize “Palestinians’ right, not 

only to exist, but to be treated with dignity and equality.” The AFSC posits that the best way to prevent violence directed 

at Israel and the Jewish population is to end the occupation and end the near-total blockade of Gaza. 

To promote the best possible reconciliations in the future, there are organizations such as the Gaza Community Mental 

Health Programme and the Gaza Mental Health Foundation working to help Palestinian victims of violence in preparation 

for future interactions. Israeli and Palestinian human rights groups are holding reconciliation congresses. As mentioned in 

the elaboration on the UU principle 6, the goal of world community, there is no guarantee that peace, liberty and justice 

will be obtained, but it can’t hurt to try to move in that direction. There are Jewish intellectuals and activists working to 

help build reconciliation and hope as well. Penny Rosenwasser’s book, Jewish Women Choosing Justice Despite Our Fears, is a 

good example of having hope despite fear and doubt.  

As Rabbi Brian Walt says in a speech referenced and available at a link after this essay, “Why should Jewish lives be 

privileged above Palestinian lives?” Seeking and speaking truth, outlined in earlier principles, are an essential foundation in 

the journey toward just peace and community. 
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Read the blog post by Christian anti-racism/anti-oppression activist Ben Irwin on the Black Lives Matter movement, “Stop 

Praying for Peace in Baltimore,” at http://benirwin.me/2015/05/01/stop-praying-for-peace-in-baltimore/. 

Listen to the audio file of the Inaugural Theodore Parker Lecture in December 2014 by Rabbi Brian Walt, “The Prophetic 

Challenge:  Breaking Silence, Speaking Truth” at http://www.tparkerchurch.org/2014/12/theodore-parker-lecture/ 

 

13 Israeli and Palestinian groups building peace, Jen Marlowe for Yes! Magazine, September 10, 2014, 

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2014/0910/13-Israeli-and-Palestinian-groups-

building-peace  

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) website article: Will Israel Recognize the Palestinians’ right to exist? At 

http://afsc.org/story/will-israel-recognize-palestinians%E2%80%99-right-exist  

 

FAQ – Right of Return: http://www.badil.org/en/documents/category/30-materials-for-print?download=344%3Aprint-q-a 

 

 

Opening Reading – Elaboration on the 6th Principle 

“The sixth Principle seems extravagant in its hopefulness and improbable in its prospects. Can we continue to say we 

want ‘world community’? ‘Peace, liberty, and justice for all’? The world is full of genocide, abuse, terror, and war. What 

have we gotten ourselves into? 

“As naïve or impossible as the sixth Principle may seem, I’m not willing to give up on it. In the face of our culture’s apathy 

and fear, I want to imagine and help create a powerful vision of peace by peaceful means, liberty by liberatory means, 

justice by just means. I want us to believe—and to live as if we believe—that a world community with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all is possible. There is no guarantee that we will succeed, but I can assure you that we will improve ourselves 

and improve the world by trying.” 

—Rev. Sean Parker Dennison, Tree of Life Congregation, McHenry, IL (read more from Sean in The Seven Principles in 

Word and Worship, ed. Ellen Brandenburg)  

Grounding Questions and Discussion 

1. Who are the UU visionaries and activists who, historically, have helped us see our way to new truths–liberatory, 

peaceful, just? 

2. Discuss your knowledge of Margaret Fuller’s social radicalism, Theodore Parker’s abolitionism, Pete Seeger’s peace 

work, Olympia Brown/women’s suffrage and women in clergy, LGBTQ advocacy, Standing on the Side of Love for 

immigrants and against police brutality, Black Lives Matter. 

3. How can we live as if we believe that this sixth principle can be realized, with regard to Israel-Palestine? What is the 

usefulness of doing so? Does dreaming create delusion or help to bring about change? How can we hold on to hope 

despite our fears about outcomes? 

Activities 

Discuss the Pre-reading. UU photographer and therapist Pat Westwater-Jong has used her philosophy and skills to 

document and share interfaith and cross-national relationships and projects in Israel-Palestine. Discuss reactions to the 

pre-reading article about Pat. 

http://benirwin.me/2015/05/01/stop-praying-for-peace-in-baltimore/
http://www.tparkerchurch.org/2014/12/theodore-parker-lecture/
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2014/0910/13-Israeli-and-Palestinian-groups-building-peace
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2014/0910/13-Israeli-and-Palestinian-groups-building-peace
http://afsc.org/story/will-israel-recognize-palestinians%E2%80%99-right-exist
http://www.badil.org/en/documents/category/30-materials-for-print?download=344%3Aprint-q-a
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=674
http://www.uuabookstore.org/productdetails.cfm?PC=674
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Learn About Palestinian “Gandhis.” Oppression can lead to retaliation. In the summer of 2014, Palestinian militants 

launched hundreds of rockets toward Israel, while Israel launched hundreds of drones and air strikes over the Gaza Strip. 

Some fear that if there is a Palestinian state with Hamas at the helm, Jewish lives will be threatened. And there is fear 

among some Palestinians that the ongoing occupation by a nuclear-armed Israel threatens their existence.  

In this conflict, some Palestinians resort to violent methods, and some Jewish Israelis use violent methods. Terrorism is 

an often-used term to describe Palestinian violence; not all Palestinian violence can be defined as such. What would most 

people do if trapped in a place like the Gaza Strip with no way out, reduced standard of living, and repeated aerial and 

naval bombardment? We encourage you to contemplate and discuss the conditions that make nonviolent resistance more 

likely to succeed. Palestinians are vastly outpowered militarily and severely restricted in movement, economy and power. 

Nevertheless, the great majority of Palestinians carry on in peaceful or relatively peaceful manners to protest their 

disempowerment. 

Unitarian Universalism is not a pacifist religion, and as a faith we have supported soldiering and military chaplains. Among 

the families of many UUs are people who participated as combatants in the American Revolution, the Civil War, World 

Wars I and II, and the Korean and Vietnam Wars as well as the military actions of the past several decades in Iraq and 

Afghanistan and elsewhere. Our beloved Rev. Theodore Parker donated money to a military action against slavery that 

was organized by John Brown. While nonviolent resistance is likely vastly preferred by most UUs with regards to the 

Israel-Palestine conflict, it is important to recognize that there are international principles on the right to self-defense. 

We may differ is what constitutes self-defense and in assigning accountability for the “cycle of violence” that occurs. One 

thing we may be able to agree on is that targeting civilian areas is unacceptable, and disproportionate use of force is also 

unacceptable. Fear should not prevent us from seeing Palestinians and Israelis in their humanity. There may be no 

guarantee that peace, liberty and justice will be obtained, but we must do our utmost to support movement in that 

direction.  

There are organizations working tirelessly to help Palestinian victims of violence, torture and collective punishment to 

stay mentally healthy as much as possible, partly in preparation for future interactions, as mentioned in the elaboration of 

the principles above. And there are Jewish intellectuals and activists working to help build reconciliation and hope as well. 

Penny Rosenwasser’s book, Jewish Women Choosing Justice Despite Our Fears is a good example of having hope despite fear 

and doubt. The Palestinian Gandhi Project is an example of building hope and resiliency in the Palestinian population, 

which can support reconciliation and progress in the future. 

View the video, Caring for Gaza’s Kids, by the Palestinian Gandhi Project, founded by Karen Batiyov and Pam Bailey, one 

example of creative nonviolent efforts for peace with justice. In this video, the director of the Gaza Community Mental 

Health Programme is interviewed. See more at https://vimeo.com/channels/palestiniangandhiproject and  

http://palestinian-gandhi.tumblr.com/.  

Learn About Israeli Gandhis. The organization Bereaved Families in Israel works to build reconciliation between 

families of Israeli victims of terrorism and Palestinian families of those who perpetrated acts of terror. View the TED talk 

video presentation by a bereaved Israeli mother whose son was killed by a suicide bomber, “Can I Reconcile with the 

Man Who Killed My Son?” (http://youtu.be/faDSK_vVg_A). Visit the website for Bereaved Families listed in the Resources 

section and read about the many activities this important group has conducted. Zochrot is an Israeli organization that is 

working on education and preparations for a future return of Palestinian refugees. 

View the video of the Israeli teen, Natan Blanc, who was jailed more than 10 times for refusing to serve in the occupation 

army, at http://www.wri-irg.org/node/21419. View the video of the support rally (http://972mag.com/watch-support-vigil-

for-imprisoned-conscientious-objector-natan-blanc/71748/). 

Discussion. Share reactions to the readings, videos, and image above. What movements for liberation have contained a 

strong component of non-violence? Have any succeeded without violence? Consider the movement for American 

independence from Britain, the anti-slavery movement in the 1800s, the campaign for women’s suffrage, the U.S. civil 

https://vimeo.com/channels/palestiniangandhiproject
http://palestinian-gandhi.tumblr.com/
http://youtu.be/faDSK_vVg_A
http://youtu.be/faDSK_vVg_A
http://youtu.be/faDSK_vVg_A
http://www.wri-irg.org/node/21419
http://972mag.com/watch-support-vigil-for-imprisoned-conscientious-objector-natan-blanc/71748/
http://972mag.com/watch-support-vigil-for-imprisoned-conscientious-objector-natan-blanc/71748/
http://972mag.com/watch-support-vigil-for-imprisoned-conscientious-objector-natan-blanc/71748/
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rights movement, movements to end colonialism abroad, the Vietnam conflict, the LGBTQ movement, and current 

conflicts across the Middle East. What evidence exists for the success of non-violent means of achieving justice on other 

issues or this one? 

Call to Action Ideas. Learn more about Palestinian and Israeli non-violent resistance and protest via links from the 

current and previous sessions, and resources at the back of the guide. Consider making a donation to Just Vision, an 

organization that endeavors to document nonviolent protest actions, or to The Parents’ Circle, promoting reconciliation, 

or to Zochrot or B’tselem, two human rights groups in Israel. Consider making a donation to Anera or the Gaza Mental 

Health Foundation, organizations that provide assistance to Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, or to Bethlehem’s Lutheran 

Christmas Church, which runs an ecumenical educational center for all ages that provides job training as well as classes to 

keep cultural traditions alive such as embroidery and traditional music, or to Al Kamandjati (“violinist”), a music school 

that author Sandy Tolan, author of The Lemon Tree, wrote about in his recently published book, Children of the Stone: The 

Power of Music in a Hard Land. To learn more about Al Kamandjati visit http://www.alkamandjati.com/en/home/. 

Closing 

Each person in the group can share what they learned, found most notable, or a question that arose from the session. 

  

http://www.alkamandjati.com/en/home/
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Session Seven 

 7th Principle: 

Respect for the 

Interdependent 

Web of Existence, 

of Which We Are 

All a Part 

Intersections: 

Solidarity and Hope 

 Connecting the dots to 

reach beyond ourselves 

and have an impact 

 Taxes – we are paying 

for the occupation – 

how much? 

 Dialogue efforts 

 What groups are having 

an impact? 

 What is BDS? 

 Solidarity efforts of 

faith and other groups 

Pre-readings: 

 “Letter from a UU Young Adult Interfaith Peacebuilders Delegate,” by Elissa 

Goss 

The interconnectedness of American tax dollars, military aid to Israel and U.S. 

state budgets, see End the Occupation’s calculation, 

http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?id=3014  

Video, The BDS Movement Explained, Omar Barghouti, co-founder of the 

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement, presenting at Evergreen 

College in March 2015, https://youtu.be/BkqdrWFjw-Y, 62 minutes 

Activities 

Opening Reading and Discussion 

Video, Solidarity Choices – Groups Creating an Impact, by UUJME, at 

https://vimeo.com/129338922 

Solidarity Choice Spotlight: Witnessing; video by Interfaith Peacebuilders, with 

Bereaved Families, a UU, and others, at 

http://www.ifpb.org/multimedia/video/lookingforward.html 

Planning an Action Project 

Closing discussion on the study program 

Principle 7: Respect for the Interdependent Web of all Existence of 

Which We Are a Part 

Session Seven explores our direct connections to events in Palestine-Israel, and the many possibilities for being in 

solidarity with those seeking peace with justice there that can give us hope and a sense of empowerment to help, calling 

UUs into further action. Part of understanding our connections requires an investigation into money collected from U.S. 

taxpayer and the amount of this that is given to Israel as aid, and the impact of that money not being invested here in a 

time of a widening gap between the wealthy and the rest.  

Rev. James Luther Adams wrote about “The Five Smooth Stones of Liberal Religion.” The five stones represent concepts 

that are tools by which to guide a life of liberal religious values. One tool is hope. We have abundant resources to give us 

hope in our quest to bend the arc of the universe toward justice. The video about those working for peace with justice 

shows the many individuals and organizations working toward peace with justice. Add these to your list of options to 

reflect on which actions you would like to adopt.  

  

http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?id=3014
https://youtu.be/BkqdrWFjw-Y
https://vimeo.com/129338922
http://www.ifpb.org/multimedia/video/lookingforward.html
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Pre-reading 

UU and Interfaith Peacebuilders Delegate, Fall 2012 

Elissa Goss, May 2015 

Note: Demolition of Palestinian homes is often conducted by the Israeli military. In many cases, a 

home is demolished as collective punishment of the family for an alleged or actual offense by one 

member. This is illegal under international law. International solidarity activists have performed acts 

of nonviolent resistance and solidarity by attempting to block demolitions. 

I first heard of Rachel Corrie my freshman year at The Evergreen State College in Olympia, 

WA. Two of my professors had also been hers in 2004, right before she left for Gaza. She understood that her body, 

marked as American, marked as white, embodied a privilege that she could leverage to protect Palestinian homes from 

being bulldozed by the Israeli army. With the International Solidarity Movement, she lived with families in Gaza, and when 

one of their houses would be threatened for destruction, she and other international activist would calmly, deliberately, 

and strategically, place their bodies in front of these homes. Most of the time they were successful, the bulldozers, built 

by Caterpillar exclusively for the Israeli Defense Forces for the demolishing of homes, would retreat with full knowledge 

that the death of an American would bring more international ire than the death of a Palestinian.  

Their understanding that an American life is deemed more valuable than a Palestinian proved true. I remember watching 

the video footage pulled from the Israeli security tower that showed the bulldozer plow over her, slowly and deliberately. 

What resulted from her death was an international outcry, a building campaign to halt the illegal demolition of Palestinian 

homes that continues to this day (current number since 2004) and the creation of the Rachel Corrie Foundation which 

travels around the country and the world, to educate communities on the realities of the occupation, and non-violent 

strategies for ending the occupation and pathway towards justice and peace. 

Her death carved a question in my mind that has stayed with me ever since: would I die for my principles? If not, what 

does solidarity look like for me? 

Almost every culture around the world has some form of deep honoring for those who die for what are deemed 

“worthy causes”. We as Unitarian Universalists honor James Reeb who died for Civil Rights, along with countless other 

individuals and communities who teach us through the oppression they seek to eradicate. We mourn for the Earth, for 

our national and foreign policy, and many of us are active in our own local politics. Our faith community has been at the 

forefront for LGBT rights and environmental activism. Our churches and congregations are often havens for seekers 

looking for a safe space to practice spirituality and find a sense of community, as we try and make sense and do what we 

can to fix our broken world. 

But when the question of Israel and Palestine comes up, more often than not, we are afraid. Afraid to over step, afraid to 

assume, afraid to tip the balance. When I first began learning about the issue, I kept looking for truth in both narratives, 

hoping that I would find a thread that would magically cause light to shine down with a clear goal and answer in place 

with which to work towards. I was so focused on not upsetting people, so focused on finding the solution for peace, that 

I mistook neutrality as solidarity. 

We cannot ignore our privileges as American and as UUs by valuing neutrality more than justice. By interpreting our 

interdependence as a call for peace, we ignore the power structures that make a just peace impossible. Essentially, we 

“mask” or “cover up” our privileges. By masking our privileges, we are covering up the connection of our tax dollars to 

pay for the demolishing of Palestinian homes and wars abroad. By masking our privileges, we are fighting for immigrant 

rights while allowing our military to overthrow democratically elected governments in Latin America causing chaos. By 

masking our privileges, we talk of diversity in our congregations but fail to do the work of supporting the struggles of 

communities and leaders of color.  

By masking our privilege by a belief that supporting interdependence means calling for peace without working for justice, 

we sit back and add more value to discussion than to action. We shy away from heartbreak; we cloak ourselves in a false 

hope for peace before we ever understand what justice would look like. We ignore power structures. 

Over the past few years, as I have delved deeper into understanding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, my faith has also 

deepened. As I learned more about the institutionalization of Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, I looked to 



The 7 UU Principles and Palestine-Israel: Adult RE Study Guide 

September 2015     First Edition, Revised with URLs             53 

our 7 Principles for guidance for when there wasn’t a clear sense of “good” or “bad”, “right” or “wrong”. I turned to our 

7 Principles to navigate the gray. 

As I have contemplated my earlier question of how far I would go in pursuit of solidarity, our 2nd Principle landed deep in 

my heart: Justice, Equity and Compassion in all human relations. 

Justice. Equity. Compassion. These words suddenly took on new life as I applied them to what I had seen during my time 

in Israel and the West Bank and everything I had learned.  

Justice: Our principles clearly states “justice” and not “neutrality”. “Neutrality, equity and compassion” looks different 

acted out in the world than “Justice, Equity and Compassion.” For me, this means that we “cannot be neutral on a moving 

train” as Chomsky so wisely wrote. In the case of Israel-Palestine, what is the moving train? I believe it to be the the train 

of militarization and the systematic refusal for Palestinian basic human rights of freedom of movement, food, education 

and shelter. 

By over-valuing neutrality, I am not working towards peace. I began to understand that there cannot be peace without 

justice. I realized I had to dive into the complexity, accept what “I did not know, I didn’t know” and pay attention to 

power structures and patterns of oppression.  

Equity: It struck me suddenly how we use the word “equity” and not “equality”. Equality brings to mind the truth of the 

inherent worth and dignity of every human being, but equity reminds us that the world is structured in such a way that 

denies humanity to specific groups of people. So what is our role in practicing “equity” in human relations, over “equality” 

in human relations? 

I believe that we practice equity when we look at how institutional oppression controls the narratives we are taught to 

believe. For me, practicing equity looks like valuing Palestinian experiences, realities, and lives just as much as anyone else 

and recognizing that our media and policies do not. So I must be vigilante. I must take notice when over 2,000 Palestinian 

deaths are not deemed as important for investigation as 2 Israeli teenagers. What narrative of value and I being taught 

here? What true value am I honoring by lumping 2,000 deaths as somehow “justifiable”, as our media does?  

Equity means recognizing that a homemade rocket does not have the same political capital as an international funded 

army dropping 2-ton bombs on houses with families in them. 

Compassion: Compassion in the pathway for empathy. I confused feeling empathy for both Israeli and Palestinian stories 

as the best practice for neutrality. However, empathy plays a very serious role in the quest for justice. Empathy allows us 

to respect individual stories, connect with people on an interpersonal level, and still work towards policy shifts and 

movement building.  

It was the practice of cultivating empathy that brought me to support the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement. 

I recognize that I am not the kind of activist who can stand in front of homes using my body as shield for peace. I am not 

the kind of activist that rally in the streets for a long time. I am just not that kind of activist, but I respect those strategies, 

and I recognize the power of non-violent strategies. 

I am drawn to the support the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement because of its commitment to non-

violence and my ability as an individual to “address conflict as individual and group”. The BDS movement got its start with 

the vote of over 160 Palestinian civil-society organizations agreeing to work together with international partners and 

partners in Israel, to end the occupation. 

Boycotts, divestment and sanctions have a long history in non-violent movement building from Civil Rights, South African 

apartheid, and our choice as UUs to divest from fossil fuels. As UUs we have already shown a commitment and practice 

of non-violent engagement in the pressing social issues of our time.  

My hope is that we can continue to engage and learn about the US’s role and complicity in the occupation of Palestinians 

and support an end of the occupation so that a peace process that affirms justice, can begin. Without justice, there 

cannot be peace. The BDS movement is a strategy of engaging with our communities and our wrestle with our own 

understanding of the daily realities of living under occupation.  

I encourage you to look at examples of BDS actions and to reflect on how they could fit into your vision for action. 

So my question to all of us is this: how will we live out our principles? What strategies call to you? The movement for 

justice is growing, how will you join us? 
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How American Tax Dollars Are Connected 

The interconnectedness of American tax dollars, military aid to Israel and U.S. state budgets is important to understand. 

See End the Occupation’s calculation at http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?id=3014.  

 

Understanding BDS—Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions. To deepen your understanding of the call for BDS, 

view the video by Palestinian nonviolent activist Omar Barghouti, co-founder of the Boycott, Divestment and 

Sanctions movement, at https://youtu.be/BkqdrWFjw-Y.  

Opening Reading: Elaboration on the 7th Principle 

“Our seventh Principle, respect for the interdependent web of all existence, is a glorious statement. Yet we make a 

profound mistake when we limit it to merely an environmental idea. It is so much more. It is our response to the great 

dangers of both individualism and oppression. It is our solution to the seeming conflict between the individual and the 

group. 

“Our seventh Principle may be our Unitarian Universalist way of coming to fully embrace something greater than 

ourselves. The interdependent web—expressed as the spirit of life, the ground of all being, the oneness of all existence, 

the community-forming power, the process of life, the creative force, even God—can help us develop that social 

understanding of ourselves that we and our culture so desperately need. It is a source of meaning to which we can 

dedicate our lives.” 

—Rev. Forrest Gilmore, Executive Director of Shalom Community Center, Bloomington, IN (read more from Forrest in 

The Seven Principles in Word and Worship, ed. Ellen Brandenburg). 

Grounding Questions and Discussion 

Some believe Unitarian Universalism is a faith tradition uniquely suited to the global 21st century, in part because our 

Seventh Principle values the interdependence and interconnectedness of all things — material and spiritual. 

Some also believe, however, that Unitarian Universalism suffers from an excess of individualism, a luxury that the 21st 

century world can ill afford. 

1. How does the seventh principle help us address this “seeming conflict between the individual and the group”?  

2. What in UU history best exemplifies our success at overcoming individual limitations and embracing “something 

greater than ourselves?” 

UU involvement in something far greater than themselves is well documented during the Holocaust in the 

movie Two Who Dared (Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3RKsKll_mY), about Martha and Rev. 

Waitstill Sharp, and in the article about two UUs who died in Selma at http://www.uuworld.org/life/articles/2356.shtml.  

3. What divestment efforts have UUs supported over the past decades? The UUA General Assembly voted in 2014 to 

divest from fossil fuels. What are the pros and cons of divestment, either the fossil fuel stand or others, in your 

opinion? 

Activities 

Discuss the Pre-reading. 

Discuss Solidarity Choices 

What does the term “solidarity” mean to you? 

http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?id=3014
https://youtu.be/BkqdrWFjw-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3RKsKll_mY
http://www.uuworld.org/life/articles/2356.shtml
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How have you acted in solidarity with oppressed persons in your life? 

How might you show solidarity with Israelis and Palestinians? 

View the Solidarity and Hope video. This presentation was created for Session Seven about groups making an 

impact on peace with justice for Israelis and Palestinians. See https://vimeo.com/129338922. 

Witnessing. View the video: Interfaith Peacebuilders trip, with Bereaved Families, a UU, and others, at 

http://www.ifpb.org/multimedia/video/lookingforward.html. 

Understanding BDS—Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions. Discuss reactions to the idea of BDS based on a pre-

viewing of the video by Palestinian nonviolent activist Omar Barghouti, co-founder of the Boycott, Divestment 

and Sanctions movement, at https://youtu.be/BkqdrWFjw-Y.  

BDS is a non-violent, global initiative from more than 170 Palestinian civil society organizations such as trade unions, 

cultural organizations and academic institutions that was issued in 2005 asking the world to boycott, divest from, and 

issue sanctions against Israel and companies that profit from occupation and other activities that are in violation of 

international law. BDS is a form of non-violent justice-seeking. It offers a wide range of choices, individually and 

collectively, that UUs can exercise to show their solidarity, and to recognize our connection with and ability to impact 

causes of injustice. Boycotting involves some degree of refraining from the purchase of products that enable oppression 

of Palestinians and Israeli human rights activists, and could entail boycotting goods made in illegal Israeli settlements, or 

could involve boycotting any goods made in the state of Israel. Some artists refrain from giving concerts or exhibits in 

Israel. Academicians campaign against activities by cultural, academic and other institutions that “white wash,” defend, or 

mislead regarding Israel’s oppression of Palestinians. Divestment involves pressuring investment funds to not invest in 

companies that profit from occupation and other violations of international law. Sanctions are an avenue that can be 

applied to military links, economic links, and diplomatic links to curtail trade and other activities. 

A group of Christian Palestinian leaders put out a similar call in their document Kairos Palestine. BDS is a non-violent set 

of strategies that has been effective in other justice struggles around the world. Several other faith groups have taken 

positions within the BDS spectrum: Jewish Voice for Peace, Presbyterian Church (USA), Methodist Church, several 

Episcopal regional organizations, and soon the United Church of Christ. The UUA has yet to take such a step, although a 

significant first step was taken by the UUA Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) Committee in May 2015 regarding 

human rights and labor rights of Palestinians. The UUA Common Endowment Fund (CEF), following the recommendation 

of the UUA SRI Committee, joined other faith-based and secular SRI groups in signing letters to major US corporations 

that operate in Israel, affirming corporate responsibility for Palestinian human rights and labor rights.  

UUJME’s board voted to support boycott of products made in illegal settlements in the occupied territories and we are in 

agreement with divesting from all companies that enable the oppressive systems of separation, control, and collective 

punishment that are imposed on occupied Palestinians. The American Friends Service Committee has a new online site 

that lets people investigate what companies are profiting from occupation, Investigate, at http://investigate.afsc.org/. The 

BDS movement website at http://www.bdsmovement.net/bdsintro has more information, as well as Who Profits at 

http://whoprofits.org/. Many college campuses have chapters of Students for Justice in Palestine and many of these are 

involved in campaigns to have their institution divest from occupation industries. You may consider supporting student 

organizations with whom you agree. 

The UUJME Board has voted to support divestment from companies that enable illegal occupation and blockade of 

Palestinian territories. We are collecting signature on a petition to ask TIAA-CREF to divest from companies maintaining 

the occupation, as our UUA staff retirement fund is with TIAA-CREF, and some of their investments are in companies 

that profit from occupation. They removed Caterpillar from their portfolio last year, and there is pressure to drop 

additional entities.  

https://vimeo.com/129338922
http://www.ifpb.org/multimedia/video/lookingforward.html
https://youtu.be/BkqdrWFjw-Y
http://investigate.afsc.org/
http://www.bdsmovement.net/bdsintro
http://whoprofits.org/
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Planning an Action Project  

There are many actions that UUs can take: writing letters to 

elected officials, supporting creation of new study groups on the 

issue, planning movie forums, selling fair trade olive oil from 

Palestinian farmers, donating to reconciliation and human rights 

groups in Israel such as Bereaved Families and Zochrot, supporting 

ANERA which provides much-needed support to Palestinian 

refugees, supporting the TIAA-CREF petition, and learning more 

about the Boycott-Divestment-Sanctions call from Palestinian civil 

society organizations. Other options are to participate in and raised 

funds to send ministers, seminarians and other UU leaders on a 

human rights trip to Palestine with one of many groups conducting 

such tours, including UUJME or Interfaith Peacebuilders. You can donate to the UUJME Young Adult Travel Scholarship 

Program which sends one or two young adults each year to Israel-Palestine. Yet another step that you can take is to 

work with others to encourage our faith as a body to reject investments in companies that profit from the occupation of 

Palestinian land and the oppression of the Palestinian people, but actively supporting the passage of a business resolution 

or Action of Immediate Witness at a future General Assembly, or a resolution in your congregation or region. 

Write letters. Sign up for email alerts to contact your elected officials. Jewish Voice for Peace and the AFSC have sign-

up lists and UUJME also sends alerts. 

Create more study groups. Volunteer to lead a study group in your congregation or elsewhere. Start with a movie 

showing of Budrus by Just Vision (see the Resource section). 

Distribute the UUJME News. Our dynamic newsletter is published three to four times a year. Order extra copies by 

mail and give them to other UUs, whether at your congregation, a regional event, or elsewhere. Use the content as an 

opening to dialogue on different aspects of the situation. 

Sell fair trade olive oil. The UUSC promoted Palestinian fair trade olive oil several years ago. The oil is now available 

via Equal Exchange at http://shop.equalexchange.coop/fair-foods/organic-olive-oil-extra-virgin.html, and several 

congregations order and sell olive oil to support farmers. Literature can be made available on the table so that people can 

learn more about the situation.  

Travel to learn and witness or donate to groups that organize human rights trips. There are many 

organizations that offer trips, and UUJME also offers Young Adult Travel Scholarships annually. UUJME organizes a human 

rights delegation in summers of odd-numbered years. Since UUJME started conducting human rights trips about 10 years 

ago, more than 60 UUs have learned first-hand from Israelis and Palestinians about the situation. Read the “post cards” 

on the next page from UUs who enjoyed Palestinian homestays. The next trip will likely take place in the summer of 

2017; see journal writings and photos from prior trips at 

http://www.uujme.org/home/OurWork/TripstotheMiddleEast.aspx. Young adult travel scholarship information is available 

at http://www.uujme.org/home/OurWork/YoungAdultTravelScholarships.aspx.   

http://shop.equalexchange.coop/fair-foods/organic-olive-oil-extra-virgin.html
http://www.uujme.org/home/OurWork/TripstotheMiddleEast.aspx
http://www.uujme.org/home/OurWork/YoungAdultTravelScholarships.aspx
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UUs in Palestinian Homestays, Summer 2013 UUJME Trip  

Beit Sahour, near Bethlehem, West Bank. Peter Lowber. My host family lived in a 

village near Bethlehem; they had lived there for many generations and have over 2,000 

family members living in the area. Ahmed, the father of the family, is a stonemason and 

works in Jerusalem. It was Saturday evening and he planned to go to work on Sunday. 

But going to Jerusalem from Bethlehem—a trip that should take minutes—can take 

hours. No Palestinian can drive out of the West Bank. Every Palestinian must walk 

through a checkpoint and then catch a bus to Jerusalem on the other side of the 

checkpoint. Jerusalem and Bethlehem are only several miles apart. For hundreds of years 

the road between the two towns was a major trade route.   

But the restrictions imposed by the occupation have disrupted this historic trade route, greatly damaging the local economy in 

Bethlehem and making it very difficult for people in Bethlehem to get to work in Jerusalem. Ahmed woke up at 4AM on Sunday 

morning in order to beat the rush to the checkpoint. There was only one gate open and there were already about 1,000 people 

waiting when he arrived at the checkpoint at 4:30AM.  When I woke up that morning, I was surprised to find Ahmed there. After 

waiting an hour at the checkpoint, he had decided to return home. He estimated that it would have taken him at least three hours 

to get through the checkpoint. This is a common happenstance among Palestinians, every aspect of whose lives are affected by the 

occupation.     —Peter Lowber, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Connie Spearing and Allison Gottlieb.  Jamilah and Atalla warmly welcomed us 

into their intergenerational home, where two married sons and grandchildren had 

separate living quarters. We were immediately struck by the importance of education 

in this family: Jamilah spoke proudly of her children and grandchildren’s academic and 

sports accomplishments.  Atalla teaches Islamic studies and Arabic in a local high 

school. A daughter, fluent in Italian, works in Italy. The grandson, Atalla, 9, is learning 

English and German, and his sister, Dana, 8, is also learning two languages. The 

children are in private school, a financial strain for the family, but a priority. Despite 

their cosmopolitan outlook (they host many internationals, documented in a guest 

book), we also heard how they suffer from the occupation. The grandchildren had never been to Jerusalem, only seven miles away, 

since West Bank families are not granted Jerusalem permits. West Bank job opportunities are very limited. To visit relatives in 

Ramallah, Jamilah has to drive a circuitous hour-plus route with several checkpoints, a trip that took only 25 minutes before the 

occupation. By offering hospitality, including serving the national specialty, Maqluba (“upside down” dish of fried vegetables, chicken 

and rice), the family conveyed to us their aspirations, pride, and “normalcy,” despite the daily indignities of the occupation.     

—Alison Gottlieb, Massachusetts, and Connie Spearing, California 

Organize movie or book groups. There is a wealth of movies and books about Israel-Palestine. Organizations 

highlighted in this guide will have a list. UUJME Massachusetts chapter has a suggested bundle of movies that are ideal for 

UU audiences. The UUJME website has a growing list of books, and the UUJME Massachusetts chapter website has a 

suggested list of movies at http://uujme-ma.org/resourcelistfilmsandvideosv1.html. 

Donate. Investigate one or more of the human rights or reconciliation groups highlighted in this guide for possible 

financial support.  

Support the TIAA-CREF Petition. UUJME board members believe that it is wrong for staff retirement funds to be 

invested in companies that profit from the occupation of Palestinian territory and that enable Israel to engage in acts of 

disproportionate violence against the Palestinian population. Print and collect signatures on the petition. Use the petition 

at the end of this guide and print out additional copies at 

http://www.uujme.org/home/OurWork/TIAACREFDivestmentCampaign/TIAACREFDivestmentCampaignStatement.aspx 

http://uujme-ma.org/resourcelistfilmsandvideosv1.html
http://www.uujme.org/home/OurWork/TIAACREFDivestmentCampaign/TIAACREFDivestmentCampaignStatement.aspx


The 7 UU Principles and Palestine-Israel: Adult RE Study Guide 

September 2015     First Edition, Revised with URLs             58 

Support Resolutions and Actions of Immediate Witness. UUs can plan to introduce resolutions and AIWs at 

future General Assemblies to encourage our faith to support paths to peace and justice for Israelis and Palestinians.  

Start a UUJME Chapter. Many UUs find great support and healing comfort in belonging to a local group of people 

who desire peace with justice for Israel-Palestine. Some chapters are within congregations, while others are across a 

metropolitan area or state. Contact us for assistance in getting started. Sign up for our newsletter to stay informed. 

Keep Talking. UUs have a right and a responsibility to keep dialogue open in a respectful manner.  

Study Group Wrap-Up 

Share your experience and reactions to this study and action guide, “The 7 UU Principles and Palestine-Israel.” What 

have you learned? What do you still want to learn more about? What action do you feel ready to take to support peace 

with justice for Palestinians and Israelis? Does the group want to discuss planning some sort of action or project 

collectively? Send your input to curriculum@uujme.org. 

Closing Readings. A different group member can read each piece. Pause for 10-15 seconds after each reading to reflect 

on its meaning and its application to studying the Palestine-Israel situation. 

 

“Be Ours a Religion” 

"Be ours a religion which, like  

    sunshine, goes everywhere;  

    its temple, all space;  

its shrine, the good heart;  

its creed, all truth;  

its ritual, works of love;  

its profession of faith, divine living."  

– Theodore Parker, Reading #683, Singing the Living Tradition (1993). 

 

“This Great Lesson” 

We can never make the world safe by fighting. 

Every nation must learn that the people of all nations are children of God, and must share the wealth of the world. 

You may say this is impracticable, far away, can never be accomplished, but it is the work we are appointed to do. 

Sometime, somehow, somewhere, we must ever teach this great lesson. 

– Olympia Brown, Reading #578, Singing the Living Tradition (1993). 

 

“The Central Task of the Religious Community” 

The central task of the religious community is to unveil the bonds that bind each to all. There is a connectedness, a 

relationship discovered amid the particulars of our own lives and the lives of others. Once felt, it inspires us to act for 

justice. 

It is the church that assures us that we are not struggling for justice on our own, but as members of a larger community. 

The religious community is essential, for alone our vision is too narrow to see all that must be seen, and our strength too 

limited to do all that must be done. Together, our vision widens and our strength is renewed. 

– Mark Morrison-Reed (http://www.uuworld.org/about/authors/markmorrison-reed.shtml), Reading #580, Singing the 

Living Tradition (1993)  

mailto:curriculum@uujme.org
http://www.uuworld.org/about/authors/markmorrison-reed.shtml
http://www.uuworld.org/about/authors/markmorrison-reed.shtml
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Resources 

Listing does not necessarily constitute endorsement of the organization by UUJME. 

Films  

Documentaries about the conflict http://www.palestinedocs.net/ and http://www.justvision.org 

Documentary by Alice Rothchild & Sharon Mullally:  

Voices Across the Divide 

http://voicesacrossthedivide.com/documentary/  

Groups and Other Resources  

Kairos USA – interfaith support for Palestinian Christians http://kairosusa.org/  

U.S. Christian  

American Friends Service Committee  http://afsc.org/  

Churches for Middle East Peace http://www.cmep.org/  

Ecumenical Accompaniment Program – Episcopal Church  http://www.eappi-us.org/index.php?page=accompaniers  

Friends of Sabeel North America http://www.fosna.org/  

Israel-Palestine Mission Network – Presbyterian Church 

(USA)   

http://www.israelpalestinemissionnetwork.org/main/  

Mennonite Central Committee http://mcc.org/  

Pax Christi  http://paxchristiusa.org/category/israel-palestine/  

United Church of Christ Palestine Israel Network http://www.uccpalestineisraelnetwork.org/   

United Methodists’ Holy Land Task Force https://www.umhltf.org/United_Methodist_Church.html  

World Council of Churches http://www.oikoumene.org/en/  

Jewish  

J Street http://jstreet.org/  

Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) http://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/  

The Palestinian Talmud, JVP Rabbinical Council Blog http://palestiniantalmud.com/  

Rabbis for Human Rights in Israel http://rhr.org.il/eng/  

Women in Black http://womeninblack.org/vigils-arround-the-world/europa/israel/  

Muslim  

American Muslims for Palestine http://www.ampalestine.org/  

Unitarian Universalist  

Abigail Clauhs, UU seminary student, blog posts on 2015 

human rights delegation to Israel/OPT 

Part I: http://www.stateofformation.org/2015/08/disrupting-the-

narrative-israel-and-palestine-part-i/  

Part II: http://www.stateofformation.org/2015/08/disrupting-the-

narrative-israel-and-palestine-part-ii/ 

#Black Lives Matter UU Worship Readings http://www.uua.org/worship/collections/black-lives-matter  

Black Lives of UU Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/BlackLivesUU  

Covenant of UU Pagans http://www.cuups.org/  

DRUUM http://www.druumm.onefireplace.org/  

EQUUAL ACCESS http://www.equualaccess.org/  

International Convocation of UU Women http://www.intlwomensconvo.org/  

Interweave Continental: UUs for Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian and 

Transgender Concerns 

http://interweavecontinental.ning.com/  

Rev. Kate Lore’s blog posts, including several on 2015 UUJME 

human rights delegation to Israel/OPT 

http://firstunitarianportland.org/our-programs/the-ministry/rev-

lore-blog  

Martha and Waitstill Sharp children’s curriculum lesson http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/toolbox/session14/sessio

nplan/stories/109895.shtml  

Standing on the Side of Love http://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/  

Unitarian Universalist Association resolutions   http://www.uua.org/statements  

Unitarian Universalists for Justice in the Middle East (UUJME) http://www.uujme.org/home/  

UUJME Young Adult Travel Blog 2015 http://uujme.org/home/YoungAdultTravelBlog  

UUJME’s UU Sermons on the Middle East http://www.uujme.org/home/Home/UnitarianUniversalistSermons

andOtherWritings.aspx  

UUJME Newsletters http://www.uujme.org/home/OurWork/Newsletter.aspx  

UU Peacemakers-UU Peace Ministry Network Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/UUPeacemakers-Unitarian-

Universalist-Peace-Ministry-Network-286104830255/timeline/  

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) http://www.uusc.org/  
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UU College of Social Justice http://uucsj.org/  

UU Legislative and Action Ministries http://www.uustatenetworks.org/  

UURISE  http://uurise.org/  

UU Women’s Federation http://www.uuwf.org/  

UU Women and Religion http://uuwr.org/  

UU Buddhist Fellowship Sangha http://uubf.org/wp/  

UU Christian Fellowship http://uuchristian.org/R_Welcome.html  

UUs for Jewish Awareness http://uuja.org/  

UU-UNO http://www.uua.org/international/un  

Young Adult UUs https://www.facebook.com/HubYAUU/app_206541889369118  

U.S. Racial Justice Groups  

#Black Lives Matter http://blacklivesmatter.com/  

Dream Defenders http://www.dreamdefenders.org/  

Immigration Justice   

Puente http://puenteaz.org/  

Coalitions  

Amnesty International https://www.amnesty.org/en/  

End the Occupation   http://www.endtheoccupation.org/  

Human Rights Watch  http://www.hrw.org/  

If Americans Knew http://www.ifamericansknew.org/  

Interfaith Peacebuilders  http://www.ifpb.org/  

Middle East Research and Information Project  http://www.merip.org/  

We Divest https://wedivest.org/  

NGOs  

American Near East Refugee Aid - ANERA http://www.anera.org/  

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 

in the Near East  

https://www.unrwausa.org/  

College Student Groups  

Students for Justice in Palestine https://www.facebook.com/SJP.National  

Open Hillel http://www.openhillel.org/  

Israeli Groups  

Association for Civil Rights in Israel  http://www.acri.org.il/en/  

B’Tselem http://www.btselem.org/  

Breaking the Silence (former Israeli soldiers) http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/  

Combatants for Peace http://cfpeace.org/  

Coalition of Women for Peace http://www.coalitionofwomen.org/?lang=en  

Gush Shalom/Peace Now http://zope.gush-shalom.org/index_en.html  

Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions http://www.icahd.org/  

Mochsam Watch http://www.machsomwatch.org/en  

Mossawa Center for rights of Arab Citizens of Israel http://www.mossawacenter.org/en/index.asp  

New Profile http://www.newprofile.org/english/  

The Parents Circle/Bereaved Families Forum http://www.theparentscircle.com/  

Who Profits http://www.whoprofits.org/  

Zochrot/Remembering http://www.zochrot.org/  

+972 http://972mag.com/  

Palestinian Groups  

Adalah http://adalah.org/eng/  

Al-Haq http://www.alhaq.org/  

Al Mezan Center for Human Rights http://www.mezan.org/en/  

Badil – Palestinian Resource Center for Residency and Refugee 

Rights  

http://www.badil.org/  

Gaza Community Mental Health Programme http://www.gazamentalhealth.org/  

Kairos Palestine (organization of Christian Palestinians) http://www.kairospalestine.ps/  

Kamandjati (musical center for children) http://www.alkamandjati.com/en/home/  

The Parents Circle/Bereaved Families Forum http://www.theparentscircle.com/  

Sabeel (Christian liberation theology group) http://sabeel.org/  
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Tent of Nations http://www.tentofnations.org/  

Union of Palestinian Women Committees http://www.upwc.org.ps/  

Visualizing Palestine http://visualizingpalestine.org/  

Youth Against Settlements http://www.youthagainstsettlements.org/  

Stop the Wall  http://stopthewall.org/  

Themes  

Biblical Claims  

Edward Said on Israel's biblical claim to Palestine http://safeshare.tv/w/qQXkqkCxBr 

Environment  

Israel, Palestine, and the Environment http://www.palestinecampaign.org/wp-

content/uploads/2012/12/environment-factsheet.pdf  

Palestine Environmental Group PENGO http://tinyurl.com/opnkhsw  

Gaza  

Quiz on Gaza, recommended by Jewish Voice for Peace,  http://newpol.org/content/gaza-quiz  

Video from Gisha, Legal Freedom of Movement group, 2.5 min.  http://gisha.org/  and https://youtu.be/XMu3MNasH7I  

Nonviolent Resistance  

American Friends Service Committee Investigate tool http://investigate.afsc.org/  

BDS Movement http://www.bdsmovement.net/  

Budrus documentary and discussion guide http://www.justvision.org/budrus/watch 

http://tinyurl.com/UU-Budrus-Guide  

Just Vision – videos on nonviolent protest and resistance http://www.justvision.org/  

Documentary, Oscar-nominated: Five Broken Cameras  http://www.pbs.org/pov/5brokencameras/  

Palestinian Gandhi Project blog http://palestinian-gandhi.tumblr.com/  

Prisoners: Administrative Detention/Child Detention  

ACRI, Association for Civil Rights in Israel http://www.acri.org.il/en/  

Addameer, prisoner rights organization  http://www.addameer.org/  

Amnesty International  https://www.amnesty.org/en/  

Defence for Children-Palestine http://www.nowaytotreatachild.org/  

No Way to Treat a Child  http://www.nowaytotreatachild.org/  

Reconciliation  

Parents Circle, Palestinian and Israeli Bereaved Families for 

Peace 

http://theparentscircle.com/  

Seeds of Peace http://www.seedsofpeace.org/  

Timeline/History  

Map of Unitarian and Universalist Roots and Influences, created 

by UUJME curriculum team coordinator 

http://bit.ly/ZQ4SMJ  

MERIP Primer http://pov-tc.pbs.org/pov/pdf/promiese/promises-timeline.pdf  

PBS Timeline http://pov-tc.pbs.org/pov/pdf/promiese/promises-timeline.pdf  

Understanding the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: A Primer, Phyllis 

Bennis  

http://www.endtheoccupation.org/article.php?list=type&type=52  
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About UUJME - Unitarian Universalists for Justice in the Middle East works for a peaceful and just resolution of the Palestine-Israel conflict affirming the equality, dignity, freedom and security of all peoples 

involved. UUJME’s principal activities are educational programs, including appearances at the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations General Assembly, support of local social action groups, 

conducting and sponsoring trips to Palestine-Israel and advocacy. UUJME is guided by UU principles, international law, UN resolutions, universally accepted principles of human rights, the right to religious 

freedom, and UU actions and statements. Founded in 1971 UUJME is incorporated in Massachusetts as UUJMECorp, a 501(c)(3) non-profit entity and is a UUA Related Social Justice Organization. 

https://www.facebook.com/uujme
https://www.facebook.com/uujme
https://twitter.com/UUJME
http://www.uujme.org/
http://www.uujme.org/
mailto:curriculum@uujme.org
mailto:curriculum@uujme.org

